
Market Drayton 
29th August 2021 

I’m sure the situation in Afghanistan has 

been very much on our minds and in our prayers over the 

past few weeks, particularly as we think of the many 

people trying to escape retribution.  Also, throughout this 

summer we have seen distressing reports of asylum 

seekers risking their lives trying to enter our country.  We 

know that those governing us have many difficult 

decisions to make and the politics is very complex.  

However, I was greatly moved by the report of people in 

Chesterfield, hearing of the plight of refugees from 

Afghanistan arriving in Congleton with nothing but what 

was on their backs, coming together and, in great love and 

generosity, providing both goods and money to help these 

people.  They were not concerned about the rights and 

wrongs or the politics of the situation but rather the 

welfare and needs of these refugees as individual people. 

“Psalms Now” by Leslie F. Brandt is a book written trying 

to reflect what the Psalmists might say if they lived in our 

times.  Recently Psalm 94 from this book was pointed out 

to me and, in the light of recent events, I found this Psalm 

particularly challenging and I thought I might share it with 

you.                                                                                              

“It is difficult, O God, to understand how You can ignore 

Your enemies as they persist in thwarting Your purposes 

and abusing Your children in this world.  They provoke me 

to anger, O Lord.  How can You withhold Your vengeance? 

Even those of us who name Your name and sing Your 

praises are so indifferent to or careless about the needs of 

those around us.  We stand indicted, Lord.  Our calloused 

self-centredness has perpetuated the wars and poverty 

and bigotry that abound in our society.  We don’t hate 

people, Lord, we just don’t really care about them.              

Is it possible, O Lord, that we are your enemies?  That we 

are thwarting Your purposes and abusing Your children in 

this world?  We are busy with good works, Lord.  We build 

churches and send out missionaries and establish schools 

and hospitals and homes for the elderly.  But we don’t like 

the poor, Lord, or the people who can’t speak our 

language, or those who don’t appreciate our patronising 

gifts.                                                                                                    

Trustees Required 

Market Drayton Foodbank is in the 

process of becoming a new 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

(CIO) and is, therefore, forming a new 

Board of Trustees. We are seeking people of energy and 

commitment; particularly, but not limited to those who can 

bring other skills: such as financial, legal, governance (health 

and safety, safeguarding), human resources or public 

relations experience. For more information please see the 

advert circulated with this newsletter and on the 

noticeboard in church. To discuss further and obtain an 

information and application pack, contact our Foodbank 

Manager Helen McSherry at 

info@marketdrayton.foodbank.org.uk  

Closing date for applications 20th September 2021 

They frighten us when they reach out for the fruits of our 

labour, our affluence, our respectability, our right to be 

wealthy and comfortable and secure.  Sometimes, Lord, we 

just don’t like people.  Why don’t they leave us alone so that 

we can love and serve You in peace?                        

Thank You, God for not pouring out Your wrath on those who 

are disobedient to You.  We have been Your enemies at times.  

Even while we worship in comfortable sanctuaries, we may 

stand in Your way.  And thank You, God, because You love 

even Your enemies, and through Your chastisement may 

transform them into Your sons and daughters. 

Strike the scales from our eyes, O Lord, that we may see Your 

handwriting on the wall and accept Your chastening love and 

return to You in repentance and faith.  Strike the shackles 

from our hearts and hands that we may reach out to 

demonstrate and relate Your love to Your children around 

us.” 

David Jones 

The Costelloes Have Landed! 

David and Cynthia wanted to let everyone know they and 

all their belongings have safely arrived  in Shoreham. 



Staying in Touch 

Our Church Office is not staffed at the moment, but e-mails 

and phone messages are being picked up regularly: 

Phone: 01630 653505   E-mail: stmarysmd@btinternet.com 

We will continue to post information to our website and 

Facebook page: 

Website: www.stmarysmarketdrayton.org.uk 

Facebook: @StMarysMarketDrayton 

Vicar: Catherine McBride 

E-mail: vicarofstmarys@gmail.com  

Phone: 01630 656943                                                                     

If you do not wish to continue to receive these 

newsletters, please let us know. 

Foodbank Items Needed                          

Stock Items urgently required      

No Stock— UHT Milk; Long Life 

Cartons of Fruit Juice; Rice Pudding; Custard; Shampoo; Non

-Bio Washing Powder/Liquid/Tabs; Wet Dog Food.                                                      

Low Stock– Tinned Potatoes; Sponge Puddings/Slab Cake; 

Pasta/Cooking Sauces; Soup.  

Please be advised that the number advertised in the church 

directory for the Foodbank is no longer in use.  If you need 

to contact the Foodbank please call  01630 654007. 

Prayer  

 Please pray for Malcolm Grey-Smart as he 

continues to recover from heart attack. Please pray 

for Helen Sweet’s son-in-law, Alan, diagnosed with 

cancer. Please also pray for Helen Hughes who is 

struggling to find a home to rent. Pray for the bereaved 

families of Jenny Jones and Penny Amerasinghe. 

Regular Services 

To join any of our Zoom services, click on the links below. 

Copies of service sheets are available from the Church 

Office.                                                                                   

Sunday 9.00am Communion Service in church          

Sunday 10.30am ZOOM (Breaking Bread) 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85337124930?

pwd=NFdMTzRMR2JXbXRoSCtVRS9PSkZXdz09 

Meeting ID: 853 3712 4930  Password: 867888 

Readings: James 1.17-end;  Mark 7.1-8, 14-15, 21-23    

The 10.30 service transfers back into church on  the 12th 

September. It will continue to be available on Zoom. 

Wednesday Morning Prayer 9.00am ZOOM                  

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278704?

pwd=RytPQ3RmOG5yYlBpUWpoWWkxWGFEZz09  

Meeting ID: 899 4327 8704   Password: 730701 

Thursday 10.00am Communion Service in church       

There is no longer a Zoom Compline service                                                                                         

You can also join our Zoom services on your landline using 

any of the following numbers, with the meeting IDs and 

passwords above: 0203 481 5237  /   0203 481 5240 

              0131 460 1196  /   0203 051 2874  

Market Drayton Churches Together 
- are looking fro people for the following roles.  If you 

would be interested in or would like to know more please 

contact Sue Frankfort. 

To start from next AGM in January 2022: 

• Secretary of the Churches Together Committee 

• Website Manager 

To start as soon as possible:  

• Christian Aid Coordinator 

A Welcome to Market Drayton! 

We would like to be able to provide a warm welcome to 

people moving to the area and to 

introduce ourselves to them. We 

need your help to do this.  

If you spot a ‘sold’ sign up in your 

neighbourhood, please let us know, 

so that we can arrange for a card /welcome pack to be 

dropped off. It would also be lovely to take a cake round 

when people move in; if that is something you could help 

with, please let Catherine know. The four sessions start Tue 14th September 7.00pm – 

9.00pm  at Market Drayton Methodist Church,. For more 

information or to book your place, please ring Ali Doulton 

on 07554 738425. Coffee, cake & a warm welcome 

guaranteed. 

Mothers Union will be resuming their meetings 

on Monday 13th September with a Communion Service in 

St Mary’s at 7pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85337124930?pwd=NFdMTzRMR2JXbXRoSCtVRS9PSkZXdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85337124930?pwd=NFdMTzRMR2JXbXRoSCtVRS9PSkZXdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278704?pwd=RytPQ3RmOG5yYlBpUWpoWWkxWGFEZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278704?pwd=RytPQ3RmOG5yYlBpUWpoWWkxWGFEZz09

