Sermon preached by Martin Tanner in St Mary’s Church, Market Drayton on STIR-UP SUNDAY, 21st November 2010,
Do you remember your end-of-year School Reports?
Issued at School and had to be given to parents and then you waited while they read them.

Comments like:                                                                                          Daydreams /Erratic/Could do better/Little grasp of nuclear Physics

Place in Class:  35th out of 30! 
Next year he must apply himself to his studies harder.
Well, today is the end of the Church year, the liturgical year. Next Sunday is Advent Sunday and we start a new Church Year.

But today is Stir Up Sunday.

And its time for an ‘End of year Report’ BUT the Subjects are NOT Maths, History, Geography, French and Art.

The subject is our spiritual health.

And the Report is many pages long.                                                                                    There is a whole page Report on each of the following:
1. Our love for Christ, our love for the Lord, an examination of our heart                                                               2. Our Love for the Word of God, a report on how much we read the Bible and study it and apply its message to our daily living.                                                                 3. Our love for the Gospel and our desire to share it with others, how much we want to see others saved and come to know Christ for themselves.                                                                                         4. Our love for the Church and the part we play in it.                                           5. Our love for Christian fellowship and our desire to build up the fellowship of the Church and be built up by it.                                                            6. Our love for prayer                                                                                           7. Our love for the Sacraments and worship                                                                       8. Our love for giving and to see the work of the Church prosper and expand locally and overseas.
(2)

As you can see, it is a very challenging Report.

And it is very personal.

But it won’t say “Could Do Better”                                                                   We either HAVE a love for these things OR we do not.

It will expose our lack of love for the Lord and the things of the Lord.

And there are only TWO responses

1. To pray “Stir Us Up, O Lord”                                                                                   To ask God to make our hearts right.                                                                To ask God to rid us of all that hinders us and makes our faith luke-warm.
2. Or to walk away and give up.

The choice is ours.
I give you a “Stir-Up” verse:    Its 2 Chronicles 7 v14

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.  (AV)
If we want God to stir us up then we have, according to this verse, to do THREE things

1. To Humble ourselves                                                                                                               2. To Pray and seek God                                                                                          3. To Turn from all that is wrong
Please note how the translators have used the subjunctive tense. The subjunctive is crucial to understanding.

(3)

There is all the difference in the world between saying, “Tonight I will watch Songs of Praise” and “Tonight I shall watch Songs of Praise”

The first , “I will” (a simple future) means that nothing will stop me. I will watch it even if I break my leg and even if the house floods! Whatever happens NOTHING will stop me, nothing will prevent me.

The second, “I Shall” (which is the subjunctive) is CONDITIONAL. I shall watch Songs of Praise AS LONG AS the neighbours don’t pop round, as long as I don’t fall asleep, as long as something does not prevent me.

2 Chronicles 7 v14 uses the subjunctive for God is saying that he will hear us, he will forgive us, he will heal us, he will work in our lives and stir us up AS LONG AS we also respond.

-As long as 1. WE Humble ourselves                                                                                                               -As long as 2. WE Pray and seek God                                                                                          -As long as 3. WE Turn from all that is wrong
God WILL if we SHALL.                                                                          -This is the condition given to Solomon and it still applies to us today.
And we shall ONLY IF GOD stirs us up and gives us such a love to seek him.
SO, seek him now, today, hear and now in this Service.                                                Pour your heart out to him. Open your lives to him whole-heartedly.

I commend the verse to you. 

I do so in the hope that your next “End of Year Report” shows much improvement!
“Stir Up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people”
