A Sermon preached by Martin Tanner                                                                                on Sunday 7th November 2010 in St Marys, Market Drayton

SS5 Matthew 9 v35 to 10 v15
“When Jesus Confronts the World …….. people are sent”

And Jesus sent them out with the following instructions: “Do not go to the gentiles or any town of the Samaritans but go to the lost of Israel and preach this message ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is near’ and heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. Take no money or bag or extra clothes for the journey. And whatever place you enter search for a person of peace and stay at their house until you leave.”
Matthew 10 v5-11

If anyone wonders what a Christian should do                                           THEN HERE is as clear a Manifesto as possible.

A Christian is a person who is SENT.  

[The Greek word for ‘sent’ is ‘apostellien’ from which we get Apostle and the Latin word is ‘missio’ from which we get ‘mission’.] 
v5 ‘And Jesus sent them out with the following instructions’                                 The word for ‘instructions’ is the word used of a King issuing a great command, a great decree. We are sent by the King and we go in his name and with his authority. This is not some minor errand. This is the most important business of the King. He sends us on his way to do his commands.
So how are we sent?

1. We are sent WITH PURPOSE
‘Do not go to the gentiles or any town of the Samaritans but go to the lost of Israel’
This is a temporary command of our Lord, not a permanent one for all time. For Jesus himself is recorded talking to the Woman of Samaria at the Well and the disciples are with him.
 (2)

A temporary command. But it does enshrine a permanent principle
The first disciples were in Galilee and had never done anything like this before. They were just at the start of their time as disciples. They were raw novices. They were too inexperienced and were unfitted to go to the Gentiles and Samaritans. 

The best thing to do was start where they were and go to the Galileans. Later they might go to these other regions, later God may send better equipped people like Paul to the gentiles.

The principle is that we are not sent where we will be a square peg in a round hole. 
We are sent where we can relate to the people                                           Anything other would be purposeless                                                                               and we would be wasting our time and achieving little.
2. We are sent with a PLAN

“Preach this message ‘The Kingdom of Heaven is near’ and heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out demons.”
The Plan is quite evidently two-fold. 

-First, there is good news for the mind.                                                        -Second, there is good news for the body.

Christianity is good news for the WHOLE person.                                            Jesus preached AND Jesus healed.

AND he sends his followers out to Preach AND to Heal, too.
Last week Geoff told us that authentic Christianity is supernatural. And if you strip way the supernatural from the ministry of Jesus you are only left with a Teacher.
But Jesus didn’t JUST teach. He amazed people by the things he did. He healed the sick, raised the dead and drove out demons. Signs and wonders accompanied his words. And backed up his words.
(3)

And today in this Service we don’t just preach. Later, everyone is invited to come forward for healing prayer.

Interestingly, the word translated “sick” is the word which means “weakness”                                                                                                  Of course, if we are ‘sick’ we will be weak.                                                                   
So the command ‘To Heal the sick’ as well as its obvious sense also has the idea of strengthening, strengthening us wherever we are weak.

So later today come in faith and receive prayer for healing, lets see God strengthening the whole person.

We are sent with a Plan that puts right the whole person.
3. We are sent with clear PRIORITIES

And whatever place you enter search for a person of peace and stay at their house until you leave.”  Mt 5 v11
Jesus and the early church always did mission with a simple set of priorities which we seem to have been forgotten.
First, search for a person of peace. A person of goodwill. A person who is open to God and interested in the Christian message.

Second,  settle and stay with them. Don’t move around.  Accept the hospitality they offer. That person of peace will have friends and acquaintances and contacts. 
It is to these friends and acquaintances that you share the Christian message with and heal their illnesses. 
And then, later, you can minister to the friends of the friends. This will give a large potential number of people. Much more effective than just saying “Do come to Church”. 
Third, don’t waste time and effort if there is opposition. 
Move on to somewhere more fruitful.                                                               This is the reference to “shaking dust off your feet”  Mt 10 v14
(4)

Jesus is NOT saying that some people don’t matter. Everyone matters but not everyone is receptive at the present time. As the time is short, as the spread of the Christian faith is urgent it is better to concentrate effort where the reception is best. Sadly some people waste opportunities, there is an opportunity to hear the gospel and it is spurned.
Its clear that we should find people of peace and goodwill.                                                                          Find those who (and here’s another ‘P’) will partner in the gospel.                 Work with them.

We are sent with clear priorities.                                                                

4. We are sent with a PATTERN to follow
“Jesus went through all the towns and villages teaching in their Synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness”  Mt 9 v35
Jesus has gone before us and we follow behind in his steps. He has set us an example, he has given us a pattern to follow. As he is now ascended and in heaven his work must continue of earth and so we have to do it. He is not asking us to do something untested and untried.
He sends us with a pattern to follow. Him!
5. We are sent as a result PRAYER
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the Harvest to send out workers into his harvest field”  Mt 9 v37
We may think that few will be interested.                                                     Jesus tells us that the harvest of souls is PLENTIFUL, that many want to hear and many want to respond. The only difficulty is the shortage of disciples who are prepared to go.
Only prayer will change our motivation.                                                          All mission must be bathed in prayer.
(5)

Its prayer that will give us compassion, like that of our Lord:                      

“He had compassion on the crowds because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a Shepherd’  Mt 9 v36
Does it not worry you that people these days will believe almost any fantastic religious idea except straight forward Christianity? 
They flock to Spirit Fairs and invest willingly in crystals and cards and healing stones and oils and chants and books by the thousand and seem pleased with themselves. Yet none of these things can truly deliver the peace with God they seek.
Pray that God will give you compassion for the lost.
Pray that the workers may be many.

Then the Lord will have many to send.
But we can’t leave it just to others.

SO, when Jesus confronts us, when we hear him speaking to us through the Scriptures, WE must go.

He sends US!
But he doesn’t send out unprepared.
He gives us a Plan and a Purpose, Priorities and a Pattern to follow.

We are not on our own.
