Sermon preached by Martin Tanner in St Mary’s, Market Drayton                       on Sunday 25th September 2011 at 10.30am
SS2  “Will doing something be enough to please God?

Bible Readings:  Exodus 17 v1-7   Luke 10 v25-28
There are three people on a beach in late September.                           One hesitantly puts their toe in the water and shrieks, “Too cold!”  The next paddles in ankle-deep and promptly turns round and comes out of the water but the third runs into the sea, dives full length and starts swimming fast using feet and arms to the full, then turns and shouts to those standing on the sand, “Fantastic, what a great day, its lovely, come in and join me!”

Three swimmers, three attitudes to life. What is yours?
An anecdote to help us consider the question that our current sermon series is looking at: “What should I do and how can I do it?”

The first sermon by Charlie asked the question, “Why should I do anything?” and part of the answer to that question is that if we love God and if God has given us a variety of talents and opportunities then it is completely wrong to do nothing and waste our talents and waste our lives.
So they next logical question is: “Will something be enough?”

And the answer to that is, “Yes” if you just want to please yourself but “NO” if Jesus is your LORD.

You can’t imagine a servant saying to his Master:                                             “Well, I want all weekends off and I’m very busy on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday so I’ll work for you on Thursdays & Fridays but I want to finish early on Friday so I can get ready for the weekend!”
Not on your life!

(2)

Servants don’t have choices. They do as the Master directs.
And if Jesus is our Master, if Jesus is our LORD, then WE should we should be obedient servants and do as he says. 
And what he says is:                                                                                      “Love the Lord your God with ALL your heart and ALL soul and ALL your strength and ALL your mind”  (Luke 10 v27)
He wants our all, BECAUSE, being a Christian IS- WHO- WE- ARE.                                 It isn’t one among many choices we have to make each day. It isn’t something we can add-on or not add-on.  Its our very being. Christ lives in me, His Spirit lives in me and I live in him.
So the LORD doesn’t want a bit of us, a part of us. He doesn’t want just Sundays and just Church. He doesn’t want us to hold back. He simply wants ALL OUR LIFE.
After all, he gave his whole life for us. He gave up everything for our salvation when he died on the Cross. He loved totally and wants us to love totally too.
So “Something” is not acceptable in an “Everything” environment. We are not at liberty to pick and choose. He calls. We answer. And we answer whole-heartedly with all we are and all we have.
He doesn’t want us dipping our toes, he doesn’t want us just ankle-deep, he wants us fully immersed in him and swimming and enjoying it all.

He wants us to take the plunge!

Why?  Yes, first, because Jesus IS Lord. But for another reason as well.

The second reason is for our own benefit.

There is such a person as “a half-way” Christian. They know what it is to be a Christian but they don’t live as a true Christian.
(3)

There have always been half-way believers.                                                       In Exodus 17 we read of the half-way people of God at the time of Moses. 

God had answered their prayers and given them a great leader. He had led them out of Egypt, out of slavery, he had parted the Red Sea and they have crossed over on dry land, he had given them the 10 Commandments, he has fed them every day with Manna, he had guided them with fire by night and cloud by day but all they do is moan and complain and nearly stone Moses to death!
There have always been ‘half-way’ believers BUT it is the most miserable existence of all.                                                                          An out-and-out sinner can be happy and an out-and-out Christian can be full of joy BUT the “half-way” Christian has neither happiness or joy but is only full of guilt.

They know they should embrace the Christian life but they don’t embrace it fully. Worst of both worlds! 
And, therefore, for your own benefit, SHOULD BE AVOIDED.

But, if you are happy being full of guilt and happy missing out on Christian joy and peace, if you love being miserable, then do carry on as a ‘half-way’ Christian!!

And there is a third reason: God works in response to FAITH.

Time and again in the Gospels we see Jesus responding to a need where he sees faith. Sometimes in the individual in need and sometimes in the friends or family of the person in need. But time and again it is faith which is the trigger.

And faith means reaching out in trust and confidence.
The opposite is to stay at home, to stay ‘safe’, to venture nothing.

(4)

Will something be enough?

ONLY if the ‘something’ we offer is something offered in faith and trust. Something that has the hallmark of sacrifice rather then the hallmark of safety.

It is very easy to be a “selective” Christian.                                                    All of us are guilty and so we need to tackle this problem and resolve to change. A ‘selective’ Christian chooses those areas that are appealing and avoids those areas which would be costly.
The opposite of being ‘selective’ is being ‘radical’ for ‘radix’ means ‘the root’. A radical doesn’t tinker with a twig here and a leaf there but goes to the heart of the matter.
The last book John Stott wrote was called “The Radical Christian”
In this book he argues that we ditch our selectivity and whole-heartedly live the Christian life to which he gives 7 headings:
1. We refuse to conform to the culture of the day                                  -of Materialism.                                                                                                 -of Ethical relativism. 
There is such a thing as ‘right’ and ‘wrong’                     -of Pluralism.            
Not all religions are the same or equal                   -of Celebrity and the love of self.

2.Christlikeness
Why doesn’t the church grow? Is it because we don’t look like and don’t sound like Christ?
3. Maturity
God is looking for his people to be deep people, not for shallow and shaky, not easily blown off course but steadfast and true and dependable.
4. Care of creation.  

We should neither deify creation nor destroy it but care for it as good stewards.
(5)

5. Simplicity
The answer to materialism is to live more simply but it is a radical message we still have to embrace though Stott himself did not become a millionaire but gave away all his book royalties and speaking fees so those in developing nations could have books and go to University.
6. Balance

Between work and worship                                                                           Between work and home                                                                       Between me and my neighbour                                                                       Between nurture and service

7. Dependency

We begin and end of lives completely dependent on others. We are not designed to be independent. Stott, who was writing shortly before he died, quotes, “You are designed to be a burden to me and I a burden to you.”

Christ himself takes on the dignity of dependence. He is born a baby, totally dependent on the care of his mother. He needs to be fed, he needs his bottom to be wiped, he needs to be propped up when he rolls over. And yet he never loses his divine dignity. And at the end, on the cross, he again becomes totally dependent, limbs pierced and stretched, unable to move. So in the person of Christ we learn that dependence does not, cannot, deprive a person of their dignity, of their supreme worth. And if dependence was appropriate for the God of the universe, it is certainly appropriate for us.

Will something be enough?
-A half-way Christian?                                                                              -A selective Christian?
-A radical Christian?
