A Sermon preached by Charlie Lloyd-Evans  in St Mary’s Church, Market Drayton 

on Sunday 22nd May 2011 at 10.30am

Favourite AV Texts SS2   “Trusting in advance”
Luke 21 v10-19      “Settle it, therefore, in your hearts....”  v14
Several years ago, when Gareth and I were at University, before we got married, we went out for the day with my sister and her daughter, my niece, who at the time was only about a year old. We went to Bristol Zoo, and part way through the day, we stopped at the cafe to rest weary legs and boost energy levels. Now, we had been sitting their for a while, and Lara, my niece, was happily chewing away on whatever snack it was she had been given, when she suddenly scrambled herself madly out of her high chair and threw herself into Gareth's arms. This was quite a shock to all of us as Lara barely knew Gareth, but all became clear. Because, from where Lara was sitting, she had a view straight out through the large cafe window, and a few seconds later a very large elephant was led past. Lara had obviously seen this coming, and in those few seconds had made a decision about who was going to be able to look after her best and protect her, she had decided who to put her trust in at that moment. And she chose Gareth. Now I think this shows remarkable discernment in one so young, and I thoroughly approve of her choice, they are very capable arms to throw yourself into. Whether she would do the same thing now at the age of 19 I am not so sure. But in that moment she chose who to trust.
We are continuing today with out sermon-series on favourite verses from the Authorised Version of the bible, based on our reading of the Authorised Version through Lent. Martin preached a couple of weeks ago on the verse 'If the salt has lost its taste....', looking at the result of not trusting in the LORD and drifting away.
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Today I am looking at the theme of trusting in advance based on the verse in todays reading from Luke, which in the Authorised version reads as 'Settle it, therefore, in your hearts .....'
This is a passage in which Jesus' disciples are asking him about the destruction of the temple, which He has predicted, and when it will happen. But Jesus' response is not just about the fate of the temple, but of the whole world. He talks of nation rising against nation, of earthquakes and famines and great signs from heaven. It is impossible to read a passage like this and not think of the situation in the world today, the conflicts, famines, earthquakes... For the first 30 years of my life I had never heard the word Tsunami, but now everyone knows, with devastating clarity, what that word means. Is this the time Jesus was talking about? Well, it may well be. But the purpose of Jesus' teaching is not about predicting a date. 
There have been many attempts to predict dates for the end of the world, and these dates pass with amazing regularity, and then someone else comes up with another prediction. In fact I was e-mailed this article this week. 
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Harold Egbert Camping is a preacher who predicted that doomsday would happen in 1994. Well he has now admitted that he got that wrong. But he came up with a new date. 21st May 2011. Well that was yesterday. I did wonder whether I needed to prepare a sermon, whether we would actually be here today. 
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But Jesus is not teaching so that we can predict a date. In the equivalent passage to this in Mark's Gospel he goes on to talk of the servants of the house not knowing when the master will return, whether in the evening or at midnight or when the cock crows or at dawn..... it is unexpected, unpredicted. He tells us that the Son does not know, the angels in heaven do not know, only the Father knows when it will be. The purpose of Jesus teaching is to show that we should always be ready, we should make our choices now. We should decide now where we put our trust. We should settle it in our hearts now.
I was talking to my daughter about what I thought it meant to trust God in advance I said that I think it means that God is asking us to make the choice to trust Him before we know all the details of His plan. At which point Chloe started to laugh, and said, 'I think it is really funny that you are preaching this sermon, because you are really bad at that', and she is right. Anybody who knows me knows that I am a control freak. I am sure there are many here who can sympathise with that. But we have a loving and gracious God who helps us work through that. We do not like to relinquish control, but that is what God is asking us to do. He is asking us to settle it in our hearts now, make the decision now, to trust him with the course of our lives, before we know where that will take us. The question is, are we ever really really in control in the first place? Isn't it actually an illusion? Because if we really are in control, why do we spend so much time worrying about how things will work out. When we are lying awake in bed at night worrying about how our lives will work out, or how our family will cope with the circumstances we are in, God is just waiting for us to send up our petition to Him, to cast it all into His arms, so that God can be God and we can get some sleep. A friend lent me a book recently and the bookmark in it had this message
(slide 4)
'Let Go, and Let God', that is a powerful and simple message for us control freaks to hold on to.!
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So how do we do that. How do we learn to trust God when we do not know where that will take us? I said earlier that I though my niece showed remarkable discernment in throwing herself into Gareth's arms, and I say that because I effectively did the same a few years later when I married him. I placed my trust in him, and continue to trust him now, and I do that because I know him. What I have learnt over the years about him and about his character have led me to know that I can place my trust in him. It is the same with God. The more we spend time with Him in prayer and study of his word and in worship, the more we get to know His character and the more we know that we can trust Him. To trust that He knows what we need and what we want and the difference between the two.
Peter constantly battled against Jesus over what to do, but we hit a point in John chapter 6 when some disciples are finding Jesus' teaching hard and they turn and no longer followed Jesus. Then Jesus asked the twelve 'Do you also wish to go away?' and Simon Peter answered, 'Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.' Peter had spent time with Jesus. He had listened to Him, got to know Him, so when it came to that choice he knew that he did not want to put his trust anywhere else. Peter was not promised an easy life, but he ultimately knew where his trust lay, he had made the decision on whom arms he had cast himself into. 
Jesus warns that life will not be easy and that our faith may be put on trial, but not to worry about how to defend ourselves. He says 'settle it, therefore, in your hearts, not to meditate beforehand what ye will say' because the Holy Spirit will speak through us.
Many people who know me and have known in the last few weeks that I was anxiously trying to prepare this sermon, have found it quite amusing that I am preaching on the subject of 'trusting in advance'........God has been having a bit of a laugh with me. In the film Evan Almighty there is a wonderful dialogue that says, if we pray to God for patience, does He give us patience, or does He give us an opportunity to be patient! Well if you pray to God about writing a sermon on 'trusting in advance', guess what opportunity He gives you!
Now, some may say that to put this into action I should not have prepared a sermon today, but should simply have stood up here and relied on God to inspire me with something to say, trusted him, in that moment, to put the words into my mouth. I think had I done that it would have been a rather short sermon. I am not trying to imply that I do not believe in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, because I most certainly do, but rather that I do not think it is an excuse for laziness. When Jesus commands His disciples not to meditate before what they will say, He is talking specifically of a time when they are being put on trial for their faith.
In our reading from Exodus this morning we heard about God calling Moses to talk to the Israelites who have been an oppressed and enslaved nation in Egypt, and to tell them that God had spoken to Him and had promised to deliver them from their misery in Egypt and bring them to the Promised Land. 
But Moses takes a lot of convincing. He does not think the people will believe him. He complains that he is not very eloquent, that he is 'slow of speech and tongue' But God's response is 'I will help you speak and teach you what you are to say'. Now at first glance this seems very similar to the passage in Luke, God will put the words in his mouth, that is it. But there is a subtle difference. Because in this case God says I will teach you what you are to say. The hebrew word used here is 'yarah', which has a meaning of to teach or instruct. It is used again in Leviticus when the Lord instructs Aaron to teach the Israelites all of God's Laws and decrees. To be taught by someone involves spending time with them, listening to them, absorbing what they communicate to you. 
I believe that I should spend time in prayer and preparation for this sermon because I believe God meets me and instructs me in that preparation. And all of us need to spend time with God, in prayer, study of His word and worship, in order for him to instruct us, to teach us, so that we can get to know Him more and more, and can settle it in our hearts to trust Him in advance
Trusting in advance is not about some glib promise that life will be easy. When we look at the situations in the world today, the famines and earthquakes and tsunamis and the devastating impact that they have, we know that God is not making some glib promise to trust in Him and all will be easy. He is saying 'settle it in your hearts now to cast yourself into my arms and I will never leave you nor forsake you, whatever befalls you I am in it with you.' And the more time we spend with Him, the more we get to know Him, the more we know of His character and His grace, the easier it becomes to settle it in our hearts now that we trust Him. And as the final verse of our gospel reading today says, in the AV, 'in your patience, possess ye your souls'
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Horatio Spafford suffered two great tragedies in his life. The first was the great Chicago fire in 1871 which ruined him financially. Then two years later he and his family were planning a vacation in Europe, but he was detained by business and his wife and four daughters sailed on ahead of him. Their ship was involved in a collision and all his daughters were drowned. The telegram he received from his wife said 'saved alone'. Horatio Spafford  immediately boarded a ship to cross the atlantic and be with his wife, and as he passed over the point where his daughters had drowned he wrote the words of the hymn 'When Peace like a River'
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When Peace like a river attendeth my way
When sorrows like sea billows roll
Whatever my lot, Thou have taught me to say
It is well, it is well with my soul.
Horatio Spafford had decided in advance who to trust. He had already decided whose arms he was cast into. So that when tragedy struck his life, those arms were already there holding him.  
Settle it in your hearts now. Whose arms are you cast into.
