St Mary’s   10.30am  Sunday 7th February 2010   Martin Tanner
Bible Readings:      2 Timothy 3 v10-17    Luke 2 v41-52

Sermon Series 1  “All Scripture is profitable for ... TEACHING”

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so the person of God may be complete, equipped for every good work”  


(2 Timothy 3 v16)
“No prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, moved by the Holy Spirit, men spoke from God”  

(2 Peter 1 v21)

I thought I was going to preach on “All Scripture is profitable for teaching”  but I have found that I can only preach on “All Scripture is profitable”

Because, to say, “All Scripture is PROFITABLE”  is REVOLUTIONARY!
Even to say, “Scripture is profitable” is revolutionary. Truly revolutionary.

2 Timothy 3 v16 is a very radical statement. Its mind-blowing.  Its subversive. Its counter to the spirit of the age and counter to the philosophy of the age – as I shall soon explain why.
The words may trip of our tongue, we may have said them many times, we may not even have given them much thought. Well, I hope this Sermon Series will help us think more clearly about what Scripture is and what the Bible offers us.

As we come to the end of reading the Bible through in a year using  “Cover to Cover” it is a good time to think about Scripture itself.

SO, WHY is it revolutionary to say “All Scripture is profitable” ?

Its revolutionary because it says “I am not the most important thing there is”  Its revolutionary because it is saying that “There is an authority greater than me”

Today there are TWO WORLDS.
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There is the “I”world and the “T”world.

The “I” World is the world where the INDIVIDUAL reigns supreme.
Its personified by Apple’s “I-POD”  Once, if people wanted to hear music, they would have to go to a Concert, then people had record players in their living rooms and listening was a communal experience. Now you listen through earphones. No one else can hear and you are in a world of your own, listening to your own music, cut-off from everyone else. I listen to what I want, when I want, on my own. My fulfilment is found doing what I want to do. Me. Me. Me. This is the “i” world.  The individual is supreme.
But Apple are not to blame. Its just that Steve Jobs has read the times correctly and capitalised on it with great profit. Behind the “I-POD” lies a radical change in philosophy.

Since at least the time of Aristotle and Plato, the “T” World (“T” for ‘Traditional’)  was constructed on the basis of OBLIGATION, on the basis of DUTY. Each person was born into a complex network of relationships where there were many duties and responsibilities – to parents, grandparents, siblings, extended family, neighbours, the Nation and to ones religion as well. 
Basically, these obligations were fixed at birth. One might be not very good at fulfilling these obligations but one could not change them. They were a given. They were there all ones life.
Fulfilment was found by discovering meaning and within the network of relationships in ones family, community and place of religion.
So, to Aristotle, friendship was “the crown of life and the school of virtue” to quote CS Lewis, and relationships were far more important than ones material standard of living. Aristotle taught that there is no material thing we can desire that won’t eventually bore us if we posses it. If we want better than boredom we ought to give relationships a higher priority than our standard of living. And Christianity agrees with Aristotle here. 
And so it was for thousands of years until recently. Classical philosophy and revealed religion agreed.
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[Aside: by ‘REVEALED’ religion I mean where God breaks in and reveals himself, takes the initiative and makes himself known to us. Not something we work out for ourselves. So God revealed himself in Jesus Christ and reveals himself through the Bible.]

It is easy to see how THE BIBLE fits into such a “T”World. The Bible is one more claim upon us.
God is our Maker and Master. We are his people. He reveals himself and makes himself known to us through the Scriptures. We listen and obey. It is the way to find blessing and fulfilment. 
It is PERFECTLY NATURAL living in the “T” World to say and accept that “All Scripture is Profitable”

THEN the Philosophers got to work and challenged the “T”World and challenged revealed religion.

The FIRST challenge was that of Science and the rise of modernity. Meaning, in one sentence, that the answers are to be found through REASON, through the scientific method.
The SECOND was the challenge to modernity and the rise of Post-Modernism.
Hume’s ‘Treatise on Human Nature’ reflected on the                                     “Is-Ought Dilemma”.                                                                                  While Science can tell us what IS, it CANNOT us what we OUGHT TO DO, how we ought to make decisions and behave. 

Since virtue, justice, goodness, kindness, love and such like cannot be scientifically verified,  moral choices can only be made ACCORDING TO OUR FEELINGS and not according to reason (as in modernism) or according revelation (as in religion).
And THIS IS WHERE WE ARE TODAY. We live in a Post-Modern Age we can call the “I”World where the individual reigns supreme.  An age which has rejected the Bible, has rejected reason, has rejected obligation. But has embraced materialism and, as Aristotle taught, is both bored and unable to maintain good, stable, life-long relationships.
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Today we can do WHATEVER WE FEEL LIKE.                                                  The sin of this age is to criticise others or say they are wrong. 

NO ONE can be wrong in an age that puts feelings first. 
The mantra of the age is “Be Yourself”  Do whatever you like.                        NIKE’s logo is “Just do It” and “It” is (deliberately) not defined.                                             You make “It” up, you choose “It” and let it be whatever you want it to be. Then, just do it! And “it” will be right for you.

And, so back to my opening words.

Perhaps now you understand why I said:
                  “To say, ‘All Scripture is PROFITABLE’  is revolutionary”

In an age that says “My Feelings Guide Me”                                                      IT IS revolutionary to say “God will guide you better”

It IS revolutionary to bring GOD into our lives at all, because it is saying that we are not our own Master, we are saying someone else knows better, we are saying we are pupils and we can learn from the Teacher.
It is revolutionary because we are being humble. We are being lowly.              We are acknowledging that we might not have all the answers.

We are acknowledging that God is greater than we are,                                      and that he has a claim on our lives, and                                                         that if we will be submit and listen and learn WE WILL PROFIT.

It is revolutionary to say, “The Bible will make us Better Off”

[-  This is when you are all meant to say  “Amen”  loudly!]
Before I ask you whether you really believe this let me just bring things up to date. David Hume died 250 years ago. Why are we seeing such a change only in the last 40 years?  The answer lies in Nietzsche who only died 100 years ago and who many believe was the most influential philosopher in the 20th century.
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He took Hume’s argument one step further.                                                 Hume said that we can rely on our feelings to guide us.                                                                   Nietzsche said, “The Why has NO Answer”                                                There is no answer. Nihilism. There isn’t right or wrong.                                  All I can do is choose, but without any sound basis for my choices.

This meaninglessness, this “There is Nothing” philosophy,  of course fitted the mood of the Century that began with the great slaughter of WW1 and later saw Concentration Camps and then the atomic bomb being used. 
· A ‘meaningless’ philosophy well fitted a ‘meaningless’ century.

The change truly came about in the 1960’s when many forces for change inter-linked with opposition to the Viet-Nam War.  And if you want a date the “I”World came into being you could try August 1969 and the Woodstock Festival. 
In Britain, it was certainly fuelled by the government and its policies in the years following 1979. And it has continued apace ever since.
And it has continued to affect Christian people too.                                    Here is a terrible statistic:
Research by George Barna prior to the writing of his book,                             “Think Like Jesus”, revealed that only 14% of committed Christians rely upon the Bible as their moral compass and believe that moral truth is absolute. And this figure drops to 2% for those on the fringes of the Church. 
Thats 1 in 7 and 1 in 50  respectively. 

Admittedly this is in the USA, but I’m sure it is representative here too.
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    So, perhaps, I am NOT preaching to the converted. 

    Perhaps you are NOT saying “Amen” to what I have said.
    Perhaps you DON’T believe that the Bible is PROFITABLE for teaching.

    Perhaps the Bible is too revolutionary for you!
Then you are infected with the spirit of the age!                                   You need to think again.                                                                
2 Timothy 3 v16 is a great dividing line between the ways of God and the ways of man.
The choice is clear:
Are we guided and do we make our decisions:
(a) according to reason?

(Modernism)
(b) according to our feelings?

(Post-modernism)
(c) according to nothing?

(Nihilism)
(d) according to God’s word?

(Revelation)
YOU must decide and YOU must make up your minds.
But I believe that the Bible DOES teach us God ways. 
and I believe that The Bible IS PROFITABLE.                                  
The rest of the Sermon Series will show us how.
