A Sermon preached by the Revd Martin Tanner in St Mary’s Church, Market Drayton on Sunday 8th May 2011 at 10.30am

Favourite AV Texts SS1   “The result of not trusting”

Leviticus 2 v13-16             Luke 14 v34-35   “If the salt has lost its taste ....”

(A) Today we begin our Sermon Series on favourite texts from the King James Bible. So we turn to Psalm 74 v4.  A text chosen not by me but by a member of the congregation:
                            “Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congregation”
Well, my dear enemies:  DON’T roar!

NO. You listen! And love me. And thank me. Always. End of sermon!!
(B) Sermon No 2 is Luke 14 v34-35   “If the salt has lost its taste ....”
What DOES it mean, “If the salt as lost its taste?”                                                     What was Jesus saying?                                    

Strictly speaking, sodium chloride CANNOT loose its taste. But the salt commonly used at the time of Christ was not pure sodium chloride. It was a mixture of sodium chloride and other substances. And if the sodium chloride leeched away what was left had no salty taste. And was not salt. 
And was useless. Fit only to be disgarded.
And Jesus uses this illustration from everyday life to make a point about Christian discipleship which we will come to later.
“Salt is good” Jesus said.

Indeed, it is. 

It is used to this day to FLAVOUR and add taste.
Until fridges became common, it was used to PRESERVE.

And it was also used in times past on the land as a FERTILISER.

(C) But salt had another significance for the Jews.

The Law in Leviticus 2v13  stated:  “ADD SALT to all your offerings”

Going to the Temple, going to the Priest and making an offering was not enough. SALT had to be added. 
WHY?

To give it a distinctive smell which was pleasing to the LORD
“A savour pleasing to the Lord”
Sacrifices had to be made but they also had to be pleasing sacrifices.

(2)

This theme is taken up in the New Testament:
In Romans 12 Paul says to all Christian people,
“I urge you, in view of God’s mercy, to offer yourself as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God”

And to be “pleasing to God” it must, by extrapolation from Leviticus 2, have salt added.  Not literally, of course, but in a spiritual sense.
Just as burnt sacrifices had to have a smell that pleased the Lord so must our living sacrifice, our lives, please the Lord, also. 
Our presence must leave something pleasing in the air.
(D) And so we return to the theme of Christian discipleship.

What does it mean for salt to loose its taste?

Its a metaphor for the BACK-SLIDDEN Christian.

We can probably all think of people who, in the past, have been keen Christians. Who were active members of the Church. Who seemed to have a real faith. Who were not on the sidelines but active in Christ’s work.

BUT NOW are nowhere to be seen.                                                                            Now no longer seem to have a real faith.                                                                   Now are no longer active in the life of the Church.

“Salt that has lost its taste” is the phrase our Lord used to describe such people.

Its a faith that sprung up, but then withered. 

A faith that has not lasted over the years.
A faith that has been choked by other things.

The Baptism Prayer is:
“Fight valiantly under the banner of Christ against sin, the world and the devil and REMAIN FAITHFUL TO CHRIST TO THE END OF YOUR LIFE”
The Confirmation Prayer is:
“Defend, O Lord, your servants with your heavenly grace

THAT THEY MAY CONTINUE YOURS FOREVER”
Christ calls us to follow him FOR LIFE.
“Saltless” Christians are those who have NOT continued ‘forever’, not remained faithful to Christ to the end of their life.
(3)

How does this happen?
Probably, in most cases, it happens GRADUALLY.

Its a slow process of neglect.

-A little less Church-going

-A little less Bible reading

-A little less Prayer

-A little less Fellowship

-A little less involvement

Which all lead to a cooling of our love for our LORD.

Gradually, the love we first had for the Lord, has been allowed to die.

A ‘saltless’ Christian is a neglectful Christian.

SO, if that might be you, wake-up!  

Be on your guard. 

Pray it doesn’t happen to you.

Ask God to RESTORE your love for the LORD

And get more involved in Church life and Christian fellowship again.

BECAUSE there is a serious warning: Luke 14 35                                                        “Salt that has lost its taste IS NOT FIT FOR ANYTHING                                                   EXCEPT TO BE THROWN OUT”
Make sure that you are NOT thrown out of the kingdom!

THE GOOD NEWS IS: God loves to welcome us back.                                                           And he won’t be grudging.                                                                                   Remember how the prodigal son was treated?                                                            Luke 15, which is only 11 verses after the saying about salt loosing its taste.
And last week we had a personal testimony about being given a second chance, another opportunity, by Stuart Carley.

(E) What does it mean to “add salt” to our lives?
Earlier, I said salt is used to FLAVOUR and add taste.                                              To PRESERVE.

And to FERTILISE.
So we “add” salt to our lives in these three ways.
(4)

1. True Christianity ADDS FLAVOUR to life.
Christians should be people who are full of hope, full of compassion, full of kindness, full of love, full of joy, full of creativity in a way that is positive and makes life better for all around.

Jesus said, “ I have come that you may have life in all abundance”

The last thing we should be is insipid, negative, critical, gossiping wet blankets!

If we are full of faith and conviction, if we show that we really believe in what we say we believe in, our genuiness will shine through.
The world is full of people who only want to be rich and famous. Their only hope is a lottery win. Their lives are shallow.  Their lives are a pale comparison of what they could be.

We need to show something of the flavour of life as God intended it to be.

Faith that invigorates life is “added salt”

2. True Christianity PRESERVES society
The Church is the conscience of the nation and one of her roles is to stand up and speak out for justice and righteousness and fairness.
We are quite good at this. We have Christian Aid Week each year raising millions for the poorest of the world’s poor. We have the Jubilee Campaign seeking to abolish Third World Debt; We have CARE, We have the Christian Institute, We have the Church Urban Fund, We have Oasis. And we have many more Christian organisations which stand up and speak up for justice and righteousness.
Likewise, the individual Christian ought to be the conscience of any groups they are involved in and be a cleansing influence against bad language or questionable morals or motives.
We cannot hold our peace and not speak out for fear of others.
Faith that preserves morality is “added salt”
(5)

3. True Christianity FERTILISES and makes it easier for good to flourish

Fertiliser makes crops GROW BETTER.
Likewise, Christians should make people LIVE BETTER. 

In the company of some people it is easier to be good, than bad.                                        In the company of some people it is easier to tell the truth, than lie.                               In the company of some people it is easier have high ideals
In the company of some people it is easier to live better.

Faith that makes it easier for other people to grow and live better is “added salt”

The Christian “adds salt” in these three ways:
Flavours

Preserves

Fertilises

These three ways are our calling. 
These are our function to fulfil.

And if we DON’T then we are in very great danger, 
-danger of being labelled “Unfit” for the kingdom of God, 
-danger of being “thrown out.”

A quotation from a Commentator   (CB Caird ‘St Luke’  1963)

“Just as there is no room in a kitchen cupboard for savour-less salt, 
there is no room in the ranks of Jesus’ disciples for those who lack the distinctive qualities of discipleship.”   
So, do NOT be a “saltless” Christian.

Which is why Jesus himself concluded his teaching and I conclude this Sermon with the imperative:
“They who have ears to hear, LET-THEM-HEAR”

