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SS1

Why Should I Do Anything?
This morning we are starting a new sermon series entitled ‘What can I do and how can I do it’, and we are starting this series by asking the question ‘Why do I want to do anything?’ Now I have to be honest this question regularly pops into my head, especially when the alarm goes off early on a week day morning, and I am definitely questioning why I want to get out of bed and do anything. Why do I want to get out of bed and make up pack lunches and sort the girls out to get to school. I could say, just let them do it themselves, and while you are at it do your own washing and ironing and cook you own food. But the reason that I do not do that, the reason that I do get up and get involved  in getting them ready for school, is that that is the sort of relationship I have with my children, it is the sort of relationship I want to have with my children. I want to be involved in helping them achieve what they want, and need, to achieve. I have a role to play in that; a role that is motivated by the love I have for them and they have for me. 
And it is a similar story in our faith and church life. Why do we want to do anything? Because that is our response to the love of God for us and our love for Him. God made us to be in relationship with Him, to have true and genuine fellowship with Him. And when we are in that sort of relationship with someone, it involves the desire and motivation to help them achieve what they want and need to achieve. 
So what is our need? Our need is to be saved from ourselves, from our own sinful nature, and from the consequences of that sin. God has done everything possible to achieve that for us. 
So what are God’s needs? Well, the question of whether God has needs, or has wants, is, I think, the subject of a completely different sermon. But God’s desire is for unity, fellowship and reconciliation with the whole of His creation. And part of our response to being in relationship with Him ourselves is that we want to do everything we can do to help Him achieve that. It is what we are here for. 
When we come to faith ourselves, when we come into relationship with God through accepting for ourselves the sacrifice that our Lord Jesus Christ made for us, we become part of that holy nation that Peter refers to in his letter of encouragement to Christians throughout Asia Minor. ‘You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God’. In the Old Testament the priests were taken from members of the Leviticus tribe, and they were set aside for the service of God in His temple. We, as a royal priesthood, are set aside for the service of God. Why do we want to do anything? Because we are a chosen people of God, we are a royal 
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priesthood, we are set aside for His service, and when we serve Him, it makes Him happy. When I get up early in the morning and I make the effort to put something 
special in my kids lunch boxes, or do something special for them, it makes them happy, and isn’t that all the motivation we need. So the first answer to the question ‘Why should I do anything?’, is ‘because it makes God happy’.  But there is a bit more to it than that.
In our gospel reading this morning we heard the story that is often referred to as the parable of the talents. It is interesting that the word ‘talents’ is used, because in this context it is referring to a sum of money, quite a considerable sum of money actually, it is generally agreed by commentators that it would have taken an ordinary labourer almost 20 years to earn a talent, which means it is probably equivalent in our economy to close to £200,000. But this parable also has a lot to teach us about our talents and our gifts and how we use them:
In this parable a wealthy landowner goes away and entrusts his property  to his servants
The first point to note is that it is his property, and he does not give it to his servants he entrusts it to them. None of those servants assume the property is theirs to just do what they like with. They know that when the landowner returns they are answerable for what they have done with it. If a friend goes away and asks us to look after their pet or their plants, we do not assume that pet or that plant becomes our property to do whatever we like with. It still belongs to them. 
Now I need to add a word of warning here, which is, can I recommend that you do not ask me to look after a pet for you if you are going away. A friend once asked me to look after her cat while she was away and I forgot. She arrived back and thanked me for feeding her cat while she was away, at which point the colour completely drained from my face and I had to admit to her that I had completely forgotten about her cat and it had not been fed. Luckily she was only away a couple of days and the cat survived my neglect, but the fact is that I was answerable to her when she returned. She has entrusted the care of that cat to me, and I was answerable to that when she returned.
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The same is true of our gifts and talents. They are not ours, they are not given to us so that we can achieve our own purposes, they are given to us by the grace of God. Just as the landowner returned in the parable and the servants were answerable to him for what they had done with the talents they had been given, so also there is a day of accountability for us when our Lord returns when we are answerable to Him for what we have done with the talents and gifts we have been given.
The second point is to notice the different amounts given to each servant. Each is given ‘according to his ability’. Our responsibility is tied to our ability. God’s kingdom purposes do not operate according to what is ‘fair’ but according to what is best, and because our responsibility is tied to our ability, He never gives us more that we can handle. We should not be comparing ourselves to others and what they have been given, because we are each given according to God’s purpose.
 In our Old Testament reading today we read about Bezalel, who God said he had ‘filled with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts……to work in gold,  silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of craftsmanship’. He goes on to say that He has ‘given skill to all the craftsmen to make everything I have commanded you’. It was not up to Bezalel to feel aggrieved that he could not sing, or was not a prophet, or did not have the confidence to stand at the front of church. Bezalel’s responsibility was to take the talents and skills he had been given by God and to use them for God’s purposes. We are not responsible for what our talents and abilities and gifts are. God has given as He sees fit according to His purposes. We are responsible for how we use those gifts. 
So in the parable each servant was given a different number of talents, and the first two invested theirs and increase their talents, whereas the last one hid his away. So when the landowner returns, the first two can give him back double what he left with them, but the last can only return to him the original talent unused. The response each of these servants receives from the landowner is a very clear message to us that we must invest what talents we have been given. 
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Martha Berry was a lady with a vision to help children. She began a school for poor children. She had no books, no building and no money. But she had a dream. She went to Henry Ford to ask for a donation. Mr. Ford reached into his pocket gave Martha Berry a dime. Most people would have been insulted, here he is a multi-millionaire and all he could give was a dime. But Martha took that dime and bought a packet of seeds and planted a garden, raised a crop, sold it and bought more seeds. After three or four harvest she had enough money to purchase an old building for the children. She returned to Mr. Ford and said, “Look what your dime has done.” The man was so impressed that over the following years he donated a million dollars to Berry School. Mary Berry did not complain about what she had been given, she used it, invested it, and ultimately was given in abundance.
We saw earlier the video about the CAP Money course. John Kirby, the founder of CAP started with the knowledge he had in money management and debt counselling, and he invested that knowledge and that skill, so that now Christians Against Poverty is an international organisation that has helped thousands of individuals whose lives were devastated by debt, and has done it all under the banner of Christian witness and evangelism and has bought thousands of people into a relationship with our Lord and Saviour.
Our responsibility is to use and invest the abilities God has given us, because, just like in the parable, those servants who invested what they had been given were given even more. But if we do not use and invest what we have been given we run the risk of being like the third servant, for whom, even what he has was taken away. 'You are the only person on earth who can use your ability’.  Our potential is God’s gift to us, what we do with it is our gift to him.
So in the parable what stopped the servant from investing his talent? What made him hide it away? It was fear. He saw the landowner as a hard and harsh man and so he was afraid and hid the talent in the ground. He had a wrong view of the landowner, and if we have a wrong view of God we can be tempted not to step up and try to use our talents and gifts out of fear. But the landowner says to the servant, you could have just invested the money in a bank and earned interest. He is saying, you could have just tried. Just made an effort to do a small thing. God honours any effort we make. And I would encourage you, if you are fearful of using your gifts and talents, spend time getting to know the truth about the character of God and His love for you. I would like to share with you this morning, that many times as I entered into the journey I began a few years ago to becoming a Lay Reader, I was beset by worries and concerns that I was not good enough to do this, that I did not know enough, that I was not 
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spiritual enough, that I was not worthy of this calling. And there were times when that fear nearly stopped me from continuing on the journey. But something was said to me early in this journey that has stuck with me. The question we should ask ourselves is never, 'am I good enough', or 'am I worthy enough', because the answer will always be NO. The only question that matters is 'is God calling you to do it', 'has God given you a gift or talent that He wants you to use for His service' because then all our responsibility is, is to do the best we can with what he has given us. That is the only response we have available for the Love He has shown us. 
So if you are beset by fears or doubts about using your talents of gifts, look to the cross. Can we really look at what our saviour has done for us and say, I'm worried I am not good enough to do this, I am worried it will become to much of a burden for me, I'm worried it might become too much for me.
Why should we do anything, because while we were still dead in our sins, before we even knew Him, God loved us, and He sacrificed himself in order to adopt us as His sons and daughters, so that we can inherit eternal life with Him. The only response we can possibly make to that is to offer everything we have back to His service. So that when the landowner returns and we stand before the judgement seat of Christ he will say 'well done good and faithful servant'. Amen
