Remembrance Sunday 2010    
Sermon preached in St Mary’s Church, Market Drayton, Shropshire                                          by the Revd Martin Tanner, Vicar
WE ARE NOT VERY GOOD AT REMEMBERING!
I don’t mean we forget where we put our glasses or our mobile phone.               I don’t mean personal lapses of memory.

I mean that we are not very good as a community, at remembering.

This year the Names of the Fallen are typed in the Order of Service. But a study of the names on the Town War Memorial and the Memorial in the Resurrection Chapel of this Church reveals some discrepancies.

Yes, we know that there are 22 men listed in Church who are not on the Town Memorial but that is because they lived in surrounding villages, like Sutton and Tyrley.

BUT, there are NINE names on the Town Memorial NOT on the one in Church. FURTHER, the Names of some of the Fallen have been spelt differenty on the two Memorials and so one of the spellings must be wrong.
Ratcliff/Ratcliffe   Mabbott/Mabbot   Clews/Clewes
How can we truly be said to remember, how can we truly be said to value those who gave their lives in war when we can’t even agree on who they were and how their names were spelt?

Why was this not sorted out properly in the 1920’s? If you had died in war would you have wanted to be missed off the Memorial, or if included, mis-spelt? 
As I said, we are not good at remembering.

Which is why Remembrance Sunday is important.
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It is important because we remember that freedom comes at a price. Let me give you just one terrible statistic. At Passendale in 1917 the cost of the advance was one man for every 2 inches. Freedom comes at a price. 343 British troops have died in Afghanistan since 2001. Its important to remember thatthe price is STILL being paid today. Our own Battalion is facing danger right now.
It is important because we remember that freedom is fragile and needs to be cherished and maintained.

It is important because it makes us reflect on the state of society today and whether we are honouring those who sacrificed their lives by making the most our lives today.
The GREAT DANGER of not remembering, and of not being good at remembering, is that WE BECOME SUPERFICIAL.

And we ARE becoming a more superficial society.                                                             Ask children what they want to be when they are older and the most popular answer today is “FAMOUS!”  We are celebrity obsessed.
Fame should be the reward for doing achieving something great, something not done before, something requiring nerve and overcoming danger. The first to climb Everest, the first get to the North Pole, the first circumnavigate the globe rightly earned their fame.

Its superficial to bestow fame and fortune on those under 20 just because they appearing on a TV Show a few times.

A superficial society is a dangerous society to live in because                          what really matters will not be preserved.

So Remembrance makes us ask, “WHAT REALLY MATTERS?”

What we need today is AN ETHIC.
People are already saying, “Its wrong that Bankers can loose our Pensions and then go on to reward themselves with more bonuses”
Thats an ethical statement.                                                                             A statement that one course of action is wrong.

Its also an ethical statement to say something else is right and good and proper and should be practiced.
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WE ARE MOVING from a society that says “Anything goes”, that says “You do what you want to do and I’ll do what I want to do”.  
We are moving from this BECAUSE WE CAN SEE THE PRICE that has to be paid when there is no agreed ethic, when there is no restraint, when everyone persues their own agenda.
THE PRICE is simply this: WE ARE FINISHED AS A NATION.

Do we want to become like India and Pakistan where corruption is everywhere such that we can’t even play a Summer Series of Test cricket without the intrusion of bribery?

Do we want to become like Greece and Italy where its endemic not to pay your Taxes?

Do we want to go the same way?                                                                    Do we want all the blessings of freedom, all the advantages of a peaceful and responsible society to dissapear from Britain?
We may well do so UNLESS we re-establish our ethical values.
The Bishop of Lichfield has said that people in Britain today                                           “ARE HALF-LONGING FOR AN ETHIC”

I think we need to do more than “half-long”.                                                     We need to establish a clear ethical framework and all of us live by it.

Fortunately, the Christian Faith is strong on ethics.

Its strong on TRUTH.                                                                                            The Ninth Commndment is “Do not lie”                                                        We must be honest.                                                                                       We must not be economical with the truth.                                                                                         A society built on spin CANNOT SURVIVE.                                                 We need to get back to being truthful at all times.
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It is strong on TRUST                                                                                    Truth and Trust are two inter-woven partners.                                                           Our ‘yes’ must be ‘yes’                                                                                       Our “I will do it” must be “I will do it and I’ll not let you down”                                  Our word must be our bond, even if circumstances change and honouring our word is costly for us.                                                                                     We need to build trust again. 
It is strong on COMMUNITY                                                                               We need to be in it ‘all together’.                                                               Yes, individualism has its place.                                                                                 But so does patriotism and a love for ones country.                                          
We have forgotten our history.                                                                         Many today hardly know our nations history.                                                  

1086; 1215; 1348; 1485; 1588;  1645; 1689; 1805; 1815; 1832;                                                 Just 10 dates that everyone in this Church should know the significance of. Crucial dates in English history that should be etched on all our brains. Yet I suspect some are not.
We need to strengthen our sense of community.
It is strong on SERVICE                                                                              Jesus said, “I did not come to BE served but TO serve”.                                      And his whole life was a living example of it.                                                       He put others first. He was often tired and worn out but there is no record of him ever turning anyone away. He healed all, he fed all, he taught them all. 

And finally, though he was without sin, he died on the Cross and gave up his life so that all sinners, you and me, might be forgiven and find a place prepared in heaven.
He served others, not himself.

We need to get back to living lives of selfless-service.
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I could go on.                                                                                                 The Christian faith is also strong on Justice, Love and Grace as well as Truth, Trust, Community and Service.                                                                                                                                              
If we are looking for ethics, for values to live by, that will bless our nation, that will be good for society THEN the Christian faith, the teaching of Jesus Christ, has them in abundance.

Do not spurn them.

If we do, the price we will have to pay will be a high price.

If we don’t fully embrace such ethics we are doomed as a Nation and the sacrifice of many will be frittered away.  
We need to become better at remembering.

And. Better at living.                                                                                                  
