St Mary's Wednesday 16th September 2009

BCP – Purple Passages (3)
Our final Sermon on the Purple Passages in the BCP.

We have got to the Communion Rail.

(1)  The Words of Administration

1549: The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which was shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life.  1552: Drink this in remembrance that Christ's blood was shed for thee and be thankful.

1549 AND 1552 are combined in 1662. Controversy resolved!

You know which I prefer!!  I prefer the newer version!
 (2) The Lords Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name,

AFTER receiving.
The question is: 

How does one rightly respond to having received the Sacrament?

To my mind, having received the Bread and the Wine, the tokens of Christ's perfect death for our salvation, we ought to respond with a perfect prayer.

Any humanly written prayer won't fit the bill. It will be flawed.

So, the best way is to use the words of Christ himself.

That’s why I hate saying the Lord's Prayer BEFORE Communion in the modern services. 
'After' is Best!

(2)
(3) The Prayer of Oblation

by the merits and death of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole Church may obtain remission of our sins and all other benefits of his passion.
"All other benefits of his passion" needs a sermon in itself!

Love, Joy, Peace, The fruit of the Spirit, The renewal of the Mind, A new love for others and a desire to serve

Yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service; not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences; 
Not weighing our merits (which are few) but pardoning our offenses (which are many) is another way of saying "Grace & Mercy". Mercy is NOT receiving from God what we deserve ie judgement and Grace is receiving what we don't deserve, God's kindness to us.
Let me illustrate: Suppose an unemployed and homeless man camped outside Buckingham Palace under some cardboard he could be rightly moved on or even prosecuted for obstructing a public place. But suppose the Queen comes out and says to him "Leave your cardboard behind. Come inside to the Palace, have a bath, my tailor will give you a full set of new clothes and then come and dine with me at 6pm. Then tomorrow I've arranged for you to live in a Windsor appartment and there is a job mowing the grass."
He received what he didn't deserve: a bath, clothes, a meal, accommodation and a job

He didn't receive what he did deserve: prosecution for obstruction.

That’s Grace and Mercy. A double whammy in a good sense!

(3)
(4) The Prayer of Thanksgiving

that we may continue in that holy fellowship and to do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
Taken from Ephesians 2 v10

What more can we ask?  

Than that we remain true members of the true church and do the will of God by doing the good things he has prepared for us to do.
(5) The Gloria

For thou ONLY art holy; thou ONLY art the Lord; thou ONLY, 
O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, are most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

When should The Gloria be said?

As an opening pean of praise or at the end as a thankful finale?

The Gloria was at the end in the 1549PB then put at the beginning in 1552 but reverted to the end in 1662. 

In CW and ASB is at beginning!
A stress of the "ONLY" seems right.

We complete our worship focussing on the uniqueness of God the Holy Trinity. The Father who loves us, the Son who redeeems us and the Spirit who indwells us.
A superb ending.
(4)
(6) The Blessing

The Peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you now, and remain with you, always. 

Amen.
PEACE is the product of Grace and Mercy and the love of God.

It is the result of faith in Christ.
The Blessing of faith is knowing this gift of peace and experiencing it in our daily lives. 
If faith is to mean anything we should be people at Peace with God,
at Peace with ourselves and at Peace with one another.

When are are at peace, when we have found peace and purpose in life, when we have hope in our hearts, we are truly blessed.

We need to keep these things, the knowledge and love of God and his Son Jesus Christ, in our hearts and minds. In our thoughts and in our being. They are not just for Church. They are for life. They are for 'always'.

So, finally, it is significant that the final word the Priest says in the Blessing is 'ALWAYS' 
To which you say, "Amen"

Amen!
