St Mary’s  8am Wednesday 18th November 2009 
PROVERBS 3    “A Word to the Wise”   Proverbs 
Today we conclude our short Sermon Series on Proverbs called,  “A Word to the Wise”

So far we have had “Remember”  and “Reject”   Today, the title is “RELY”
There you have it! In THREE WORDS: A summary of the whole Book of Proverbs Remember / Reject / Rely
According to Proverbs we are all faced in life with ONE MOMENTOUS DECISION.

The decision before us all is:

Will we love God and follow him?         OR                                                                                           Will we pursue wisdom and follow the path of folly?
It is either:  made decisively, or by default. But, either way, it is made.

The choice is:  Rely on God or Rely on Self.  Its as stark as this.

Proverbs 14 v12 & 16 v25  says                                                                                                                                   “There is a way that seems right to men, but its end is the way of death”

Compare Proverbs 3 v1&2                                                                                                                               “Let your heart keep my commandments,                                                                                                         for length of days and years of life and peace they will add unto you”

Two choices; Two ways; Two very different outcomes;

Those who choose the path of folly will reap what they have sown, (Pr 1 v31) they will suffer death (Pr. 2 v18) and be cut off from the land. (Pr. 2 v22) They can expect only God’s condemnation. (Pr. 3 v32&33)
The choice is OBVIOUS and SIMPLE isn’t it?

BUT HERE IS OUR DILEMMA. Its Genesis 3 again. Of course we should choose God’s way.          BUT NATURALLY, WE WANT TO GO OUR OWN WAY, we want to do our thing. We don’t want to follow orders and obey commands.

Naturally, WE REBEL.   Naturally, we REJECT the way of life offered us.                                                                  We say ‘No’ to God.  We say ‘I’m in charge’
(2)

And so, the cause of all folly is TWO-FOLD.
FIRST, we doubt and distrust God.                                                                                                                                 We don’t believe he loves us or wants the best for us.                                                                                                    
SECOND, we trust ourselves to get things right.                                                                                         We believe we know best.                                                                                                                     We listen to all other voices, EXCEPT GOD’S.
All that I have just said is summed up in the one biblical word, which is: SIN.

Sin is why we have the Fool, the Sluggard, the Scoffer.                                                                         Sin is why Proverbs has to appeal to us to choose God’s way.

One of the great Proverbs is Pr. 14 v34                                                                                        “Righteousness exalts a nation BUT  SIN is a disgrace to any people”
So, how do we go the way of righteousness, how do we win the battle against sin?

1. We must humble ourselves and acknowledge our sinfulness                                                           It is the Fool who is proud and the Scoffer who is arrogant

“The fear of the Lord teaches a man wisdom; And humility comes before honour”    (Pr. 15 v33)

2. We must believe the truths the Bible teaches

“Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise. Apply your mind to knowledge for it will be pleasant if you keep them (Pr. 22 v17)

“Every word of God is pure. He is a shield to those who take refuge in him” (Pr. 30 v5)
“The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run into it and they are safe” (Pr. 18 v10)

To believe in God, we must first believe that He is truth. and that the Bible teaches this truth. The God who saves, also speaks. Which is why the Bible is a vital stepping stone to faith and salvation.

(3)
3. We must say “No” to the way of Folly and turn from it

“Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and turn away (shun) from evil” (Pr. 3v7)
“Forsake your folly and live; Proceed in the way of understanding”  (Pr. 9 v6)

The way of the fool in nothing less than sheer arrogance.

4.  We must say “Yes” to the way of Wisdom and turn to it

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will may your paths straight” (Pr. 3 v5-6)
If we do this then we have entered the way of Life.
“The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, turning a person from the snares of death” (Pr. 14 v27)

“The fear of the Lord leads to life, So that one may rest satisfied, untouched by evil” (Pr. 19 v23)

“The reward of humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, honour and life”            (Pr. 22 v4)
Its all down to just THREE WORDS:


· Will we REMEMBER the Lord’s teaching and treat it as God’s truth?

· Will we REJECT the way of Folly?
· Will we, instead, RELY on God and follow his way?
