St Mary’s  8am Wednesday 11th November 2009 
PROVERBS 2    “A Word to the Wise”   Proverbs 26 v1-11
We continue today with short Sermon Series on Proverbs called,  “A Word to the Wise”

Last week I said that Proverbs aims to be memorable, rather than definitive.     Many of the statements in Proverbs are designed to catch the essence, the heart of the matter, the essentials. Proverbs is painting with a broad brush. Its is looking at great truths.

Proverbs is not a fully rounded argument, with Footnotes that consider every detail. Proverbs does contain its share of contradictions and its over-statements. So, it is not the last word to be said on the subject. But it can be the first word, the word that makes us stop and consider, reflect and ponder. It can be the word that gets us thinking. 
Proverbs seeks to fire the imagination, to sow a seed of thought.                                                        ITS THE THEME WE MUST FIND, not the detail, not the minutiae.

Proverbs is not really about the folly of too much drink, or loose talk, or laziness, or unfaithfulness. Its NOT essentially  about what we do or don’t do.                                          ESSENTIALLY ITS ALL ABOUT “WHY”   - Why we do what we do.

Are we rightly motivated by Godly desires. Or are we just selfish?                                                        Its not external observation of rules that counts. Its inner righteousness.
Proverbs focuses on what we are. It looks at the heart of the matter because GOD is interested in our hearts, interested in our true motivation.

The first Sermon was entitled “Remember”                                                                                             Constantly, Proverbs says “Listen to my teaching” “Incline your ear to my ways” “Forget not my instruction”  In other words, REMEMBER and live a Godly life.
This second sermon is entitled, “REJECT”
And throughout the Book of Proverbs there is three characters who stands as a warning to us all.             Three characters who do NOT respond as God would like.                                                                                 Three characters who responds wrongly:  The Scoffer; The Sluggard;                                                                                                                    And chiefly:  THE FOOL.
(2)

The word “fool” simply means “the empty headed one”.      Empty of wisdom.  

And lacking wisdom, the fool makes wrong choices and wrecks his or her life. And is a danger to others, too.
So, in the Bible, ‘the fool’ is not a harmless and basically well-intentioned person who can be engaged with amusement.

NO!  the fool is a serious danger to everyone.

‘Let a person meet a Bear robbed of her cubs, RATHER THAN A FOOL in his folly’  (Pr. 17v12)

‘Leave the presence of a fool or you will not discern words of knowledge’ (Pr. 14v7)

SO, what are the characteristics of a fool?
1. A FOOL IS UNWISE.                                                                                                                                           THE FOOL DOES NOT POSSESS WISDOM. THE FOOL DOES NOT WANT WISDOM.
‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge BUT                                                                   FOOLS DESPISE WISDOM AND INSTRUCTION  (Pr 1v7; v22)

‘The mouth of the wise seeks knowledge BUT                                                                                            THE MOUTH OF FOOLS FEED ON FOLLY’  (Pr. 15 v14)

‘A fool does not delight in understanding but only in revealing his own opinions’ (Pr.18 v2)

‘Do not speak in the hearing of a fool                                                                                                        for he will ONLY DESPISE /SCORN the wisdom of your words’  (Pr. 23 v9)

‘The lips of the righteous feed many  BUT                                                                                                                  FOOLS DIE FOR LACK OF UNDERSTANDING’   (Pr.10 v21)
The fool is not neutral to wisdom. HE HATES IT.                                                                                                         Just like we do everything to avoid eating food we don’t like,                                                                             the fool does everything to avoid wisdom.

CONSEQUENTLY:    2. A FOOL IS UNRIGHTEOUS
‘Doing wickedness is like a sport to fools’   (Pr. 10 v23)

‘It is an abomination to fools to depart from evil’  (Pr. 13 v19)

The fool hates what is holy, righteous and good and loves evil
(3)
3. A FOOL LACKS DISCIPLINE, LACKS SELF-CONTROL
The Fool is undisciplined with his Mouth

‘The prudent conceal knowledge  BUT                                                                                                                      THE HEART OF FOOLS BLURT OUT FOLLY’ (Pr. 12 v23)
And in Proverbs 10 v8 & v10 we have the phrase “babbling fool” meaning ‘the lips that utter folly’
The Fool is undisciplined with his Temper

‘A fool always loses his temper but the wise hold it in check’ (Pr. 29 v11)

‘A fool’s annoyance  is known at once’  (Pr. 12 v16)
The Fool is undisciplined with his Money
‘In the house of the wise there is precious treasure BUT                                                                        FOOLS DEVOUR  ALL THEY HAVE’  (Pr. 21 v20)
4. A FOOL IS UNRELIABLE and cannot be trusted
The Fool is unreliable AT WORK

‘Like an archer who wounds everyone                                                                                                                        SO ARE THEY WHO HIRE FOOLS’   (Pr. 26 v10)

The Fool is unreliable IN HIS SPEECH and is a liar and deceiver

‘The wisdom of the prudent is to understand their way  BUT                                                                                                                 THE FOLLY OF FOOLS IS DECEPTION’   (Pr. 14 v8)

‘Better the integrity of a poor man                                                                                                                  THAN THE FOOL WHO IS PERVERSE IN SPEECH’   (Pr. 19 v1)

‘The lips of the wise spread knowledge   BUT                                                                                                     THE HEARTS OF FOOLS ARE NOT SO’ (Pr. 15 v7)
(4)

5. A FOOL IS UNREALISTIC

‘The eyes of a fool are on the ends of the earth’      (Pr. 17 v24)

Always dreaming about tomorrow and making a mess of today. Consequently, the fool is  often lazy. Another form of indiscipline.
6. A FOOL BRINGS STRIFE

‘A fool’s lips bring him  strife and his mouth  invites a beating’      (Pr. 18 v6)

I think you get the picture of what a Fool is!
A very undesirable person.

Sadly, the Fool is usually set in their ways and don’t learn form their mistakes


‘Like a dog that returns to its vomit IS A FOOL WHO REPEATS HIS FOLLY’ (Pr. 26 v11)
Only conversion will change such a life.
THE WAY OF THE FOOL IS GIVEN TO US AS A WARNING.
Be Wise and reject  such empty-headed Folly.

There is also the way of THE SLUGGARD to be avoided.  The Sluggard is the lazy one and sloth is a deadly sin.  The Sluggard has “the manana” philosophy of life. Another drink, another chat with a friend, a bit more TV ‘and then I’ll do it’.  While the Fool lacks discernment, the Sluggard lacks application. The Post may come through the door but it may not be picked up, it won’t all be opened and it certainly won’t be answered today.  Life’s opportunities are missed by the sluggard. And so a life is wasted.  “A sluggard does not plough in season, so at harvest time he looks, but finds nothing”  (Pr. 20 v4).   The sluggard is the exact opposite of the industrious woman in Proverbs 31.
[Proverbs 26:13-26;   24:30-34     22:13; 19:24; 10:26; 13:4;  21:25; 12:27; 19:15; 12:24; 15:19; 18:9; 20:13;]

(5)

The Scoffer is the cynic who never gives God any room and holds God at a distance with the glib, negative comment.  The ‘silly-clever’ comment which dismisses the possibility of God (as if that were possible).  Another name for the Scoffer is “The Mocker”.   They delight in mocking faith wherever it is found. 

Their mocking is divisive and not good for any society:     “Scoffers set a city ablaze”     (Pr. 29 v8)
The RIGHT RESPONSE  is TO REJECT the way of the fool, the sluggard and the scoffer.
And do the very opposite:

Namely,
 ‘THE FEAR (or love) OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM’

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart. In all your ways acknowledge him”

This is the RIGHT RESPONSE.  But that is for next week!
