St Mary’s  8am Wednesday 4th November 2009 
PROVERBS 1    “A Word to the Wise”   Proverbs 3 v1-18
Today I wish to start a short Sermon Series on Proverbs called,  “A Word to the Wise”
Can you remember when you were 6 (or so)?   When we misbehaved we would have been smacked and sternly told off and told to remember our responsibilities and conduct ourselves properly. Now that we are older we may get into bad ways, we may forget what we should do and no one challenges us or corrects us.

Well, let the Book of Proverbs act as a little corrector!  Let it be a “Word to the Wise”.
My first Sermon is entitled, REMEMBER.

But first, a little Introduction.                                                                                                                 A proverb is ‘a pithy saying designed to be memorable’.

And here lies the problem with the Book of Proverbs.                                                                          People read it literally and then claim its sayings are untrue. So, for example, Proverbs 3 v2 says that wisdom leads to prosperity. Now it may be true that wise living may bring prosperity BUT IT IS NOT always true that all wise people are prosperous. Some wise people live in poverty. But this doesn’t make the Book of Proverbs untrue.
Proverbs is poetical. And aims to be memorable, rather than definitive.                                       Many of the statements in Proverbs are designed to catch the essence, the heart of the matter, the essentials. Proverbs is painting with a broad brush. Its is looking at great truths.
Proverbs is not a fully rounded argument, with Footnotes that consider every detail. It is not the last word to be said on the subject. But it can be the first word, the word that makes us stop and consider, reflect and ponder. It can be the word that gets us thinking. And what is a better start than something that is short, pithy, succinct and memorable?
Proverbs seeks to fire the imagination, to sow a seed of thought.                                                        ITS THE THEME WE MUST FIND, not the detail, not the minutiae.
And the theme of the whole book is succinctly stated in Proverbs 17 v3                                         “The crucible is for silver, the furnace is for gold BUT the LORD tries the HEART”
(2)

Yes, the Book of Proverbs is full of practical wisdom which can act as a guide or a restraint but THE KEY FOCUS IS  ON WHAT WE ARE. It looks at our hearts. By which we mean it looks at our character. It looks at our deepest motives.
Proverbs is not really about the folly of too much drink, or loose talk, or laziness, or unfaithfulness. Its NOT essentially  about what we do or don’t do.                                          ESSENTIALLY ITS ALL ABOUT “WHY”   - Why we do what we do.
Are we rightly motivated by Godly desires or are we just selfish?                                                        Its not external observation of rules that counts. Its inner righteousness.
Proverbs focuses on what we are. It looks at the heart of the matter because GOD is interested in our hearts, interested in our true motivation.

So, in a single sentence, Proverbs is:  INSTRUCTION IN LIFE’S PRIORITIES.
The very first verses of the Book spell this out. Proverbs are given so that people 
May know wisdom and understand words of insight, may receive instruction in wise dealing, righteousness, justice and equity, and that prudence, knowledge and discretion may be given
THIS focus on motivation, on the “Why”, makes the Book of Proverbs theology rather than just ethics.

Perhaps the most memorable passage is Proverbs 3 v5-8
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on your own insight;

In all your ways acknowledge him and he will make straight your paths;

Be not wise in your own eyes, fear the Lord and turn away from evil;

It will bring healing to your flesh and refreshments to your bones;
Proverbs 4 v20 says the same thing another way

My words are life for all who find them

Proverbs is saying to us REMEMBER THIS. Our problem is that the older we get, the better we get at NOT remembering!  So HOW DO we ‘remember’?

(3)

Proverbs tells us to do TWO THINGS:
1. LISTEN!  HEAR!                                                                                                                                       We obviously can’t remember something unless we have first heard it. The Bible is given to us so we can hear God’s word. The starting point is must listen to what God says. Many times Proverbs says “Listen to my teaching” or “Hear my instruction” or “Be attentive to my ways” or much more poetically, “Incline your ear!”
And if we are not good at remembering we need to hear more often. Interestingly, the Book of Proverbs is 31 chapters long. It is clearly designed so we may read a chapter a day through the month. Many people do this. They read a Psalm a day and a Proverbs chapter a day.

Whatever our pattern of reading, we must read TO HEAR.

Its imperative that we LISTEN!

2. SECOND, we remember by NOT FORGETTING!

A dozen times in just Chapters 3 and 4 comes the urgent phrase “DO NOT”

‘Do not forget my teaching’  ‘Do not forsake my ways’

This is a wake-up ‘smack’ from God!

Our priority must be God and what he wants of us. We must not let the pressure of life and the ways of the world make us become absent minded and forget God.

· LISTEN

· FORGET NOT

But, above all,

· REMEMBER!

Let this be to us “A Word to the Wise!”
