St Mary’s  Sunday 24th January 2010 10.30am   Martin Tanner
“Praying with ... A Partner”
Two weeks ago Chris preached on “Praying with Purpose”

Today I want to make that purpose a practical reality for us. My Sermon is entitled “Praying with a Partner” Not a partner in the sense of a spouse but simply a prayer partner. Instead of praying alone, pray with another member of the Church and be a support to each other.
Its nothing more than two or three people who agree to meet together for prayer regularly. 
If two: you are “Partners” if three: you are “Triplets”  Triplets is more of a group but Partners will find it easier to meet.

Some of you are already doing this. This is just to encourage us all to do this.

Whatever size, enter into an agreement to meet regularly for a certain period of time. Say fortnightly for six months. Timings and frequencies I will leave to you. But not less than once a month and not less than for 15 minutes.
It is a way of Praying with Purpose.

And it all goes back a long way. It goes back to Shadrack, Meshack, Abednigo and Daniel. They were friends and prayer partners.
Its only three months since our sermon series on Daniel so I’m sure the story is familiar to you. The four Hebrew men were exiled to Babylon and entered the service of the King there. They were loyal and hard-working and served the King well. But they were also loyal to God and would not compromise their faith.  So when the King passed a Law saying that everyone must worship him they refused. When the King passed a Law saying that no one must pray to God they refused.
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And they supported one another through prayer. And that prayer was mighty effectual! Shadrack, Meshack & Abednego survived the Firey Furnace unscathed and Daniel survived the Lions Den unscathed, too.

Daniel 2 v17ff says:
“Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends and urged them to to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery .. and during the night this mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. And Daniel praised the God of heaven.”

So ‘Prayer Partners’ goes back a long way, over 2½ thousand years!
So how can we do ‘Prayer Partners’ in St Mary’s?
FIRST,  Either choose your own prayer partner
            OR FILL IN THE CARD and let us arrange on for you.


   And if you ALREADY HAVE a Prayer Partner, please also fill in the   

            Card and let us know. 

           Leave them on the Table at the end of worship today

SECOND, when you meet try this format:
Have a tea or coffee and share any specific needs, then turn to actual prayer:  A “Sandwich”
1. Start with Praise and Thanksgiving                                                                                 Use a hymn or a Psalm and use that as a basis for praise and adoration. Thank God for his love and faithfulness, praise him for the gift of salvation
2. Pray for the Church                                                                                            Here, in Market Drayton. St Mary’s.                                                                              And Overseas.                                                                                                
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We are living in times when it is getting increasingly more difficult for Christian people to stand up for the faith. Increasingly we will be discriminated against. EG The Equality Bill. 
So we need to pray for BOLDNESS. To speak up and speak out. We mustn’t become closed and inward looking. We must become more active in making the faith known. The Church has got to be LIGHT shining in a dark world. Our Light is JESUS CHRIST and he is GOOD NEWS. 
The Church must remain true to her Lord and true to her calling and not shrink away.
3. Pray for Each Other                                                                           Become more like Jesus. Better disciples and followers. Pray for specific needs shared earlier. For grace and strength for each day. For work and family. For a deeper relationship with the Lord. 
4. End with Praise and Thanksgiving                                                 Back to the hymn or Psalm.  For answered prayer.
Perhaps it would be good to keep a record of what has been prayed for. Then we will see the answers more clearly.

NOT complicated. NOT difficult. NOT drawn out.  
Its SIMPLE. Its POWERFUL. 
The exact words we use to pray don’t matter. Don’t worry about the words. Just speak the words in your mind or on your heart and if they are stumbling and slow that doesn’t matter. Its NOT an exercise in eloquence.
JUST PRAY TOGETHER
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Then, TWO things will happen:

The bonds of fellowship between Praying Partners will deepen as we pray together.

And God will answer our prayers.
WILL YOU be a Prayer Partner?    
Please, fill in that Card.
