Praying with Power            Ian Macfarlane   31st January 2010 
Bible Readings:
1John Ch. 5 vs. 14-15.
Luke Ch. 18 vs. 1-8.

The Roman Catholic monarch Mary, Queen of Scots who reigned from 1542 to 1567 is reputed to have said of her protestant adversary John Knox:

“I fear the prayers of John Knox more than all the assembled armies of Europe.”

Such is the power of prayer.

So far in this sermon series on ‘prayer with....’ we have heard from Chris about how we should pray with purpose. We were told how it is through prayer that we can deepen our relationship with God and we heard how Jesus instructed his disciples to pray using a pattern of prayer we know as ‘The Lord’s Prayer’.

Last week we heard from Martin about praying with a partner and how to make the praying with purpose theme Chris had spoken of into a practical reality.

This week I conclude the series by looking at how we can ‘Pray with Power’.
We cannot produce powerful, effective prayer by using ‘magic formulas’, it is not the eloquence of a prayer which guarantees it being answered. 
From my studies I have found a number of principles used by prayerful men of the old and new testaments and it is 3 of these principles which I would like to share with you this morning.
The first principle is that it is to be in His, that is, God’s will
To pray with power we need to acknowledge that the power we seek is not of ourselves, rather, it is the power that resides in our God who is being prayed to.
Our reading from 1 John tells us,

"This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us”.
If we are filled with the knowledge of God’s will, then we will want what God wants for our life. This is a very challenging standard to meet.

How often do we pray “Your will be done” without really considering what those words actually mean for us. Too often we take them to mean:

“O Lord, show me your will so I can carefully consider it to see if it fits into my plans.” 

But that’s a prayer God will never answer because he does not offer his will for us to consider it as if it were an invitation to have lunch next Thursday if we happen to be free and if we don’t get a better offer.

To truly say “Your will be done in my life” means something like:

“Lord, let your will be done in me whatever it costs, whatever it takes, wherever it leads.”

“Let your will be done even if it means that my will is not done.”

“Let your plans go forward even if it means changing my plans.”

God has a will for our life, but we too have a will for our own lives. When we pray “Your will be done,” we are asking God to use the power that is inherent in his will to take precedence over our own.

So no matter the person praying, the passion behind the prayer, or the purpose of the prayer - God answers prayers that are in agreement with His will. 

The second principle is to pray ‘in His Name’.
Our first reading goes on to tell us:

“And if we know that he hears us - whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of him." 

As well as praying in the will of God we must also pray in the confidence and have the faith that our prayers will be heard and that they will be answered. 

Our strongest arguments, debates and petitions are those for which we have the greatest faith and belief and so it is with prayer. 

But from where do we gain this confidence?

Our prayers are offered up to God in His will, but again and again in the Scriptures we read that it is only ‘in Jesus’ name’ or ‘in His name’ that we can come to the Father.

In John 14 v6 Jesus makes one of His amazing ‘I AM’ statements:

 "I AM the way, the truth, and the life: no one comes to the Father except through me" 

And in John ch 16 v23 to 24:

“In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete”.

When we confess, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead, we are not only saved but we become children of God and for that we can call God - Abba - Father. As His children he makes us His heirs and thus we also become co-heirs with Christ. So when we pray ‘in Jesus’ name’, as Christian believers we can identify ourselves with the person of Jesus for we are adopted into His heritage. Through His authority it is as if we are praying in His very shoes. None of the prayers Jesus offered according to God’s will were refused; all were answered and brought glory to God. In following Jesus’ command to pray in His name we can be confident not just of a hearing but also that God the Father will answer our prayers just as if He – God were hearing and answering Jesus’ own prayers.

So in ending our prayers ‘in Jesus’ name’ we are not just signing off in a Christian way of saying ‘yours sincerely’ or ‘with kind regards’ we acknowledge the power and authority granted to Jesus as the only way by which we can approach God.
And the final principle - our prayers should be ‘Persistent’.
Why is persistence necessary in prayer? Some people say that praying for the same need more than once shows a lack of faith on our part, yet, in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus prayed the same prayer three times (Matthew 26:39-44). 

Also, in speaking of his thorn in the flesh, Paul the apostle said, "Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me" (2 Corinthians 12:8). 

In our Gospel reading this morning Jesus is teaching persistence in prayer by way of a parable.

He tells the story of a callous judge and a determined widow. The widow visited the judge every day saying, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'
The judge replies:

“Even though I don't fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!”

To stop the woman driving him crazy by coming before him every day he wrote out his judgment in her favour.
The lesson we can gain from this is: We may not get the answer we want immediately, but we must keep asking and keep believing. God will answer in His time!

Jesus then immediately explains the parable, not something he would normally do but possibly because of the importance he places on being persistent in prayer.
"And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly”
Initially I had some difficulty with understanding the fact that Jesus makes a comparison between an unjust judge and our just God. But after an inductive study of the passage I found that it is the contrast between the judge and God that lies at the crux of this parable. If an unjust judge could be persuaded to act by the persistence of a woman, how much more will our fair and loving Father bring about a just judgment for those who are calling upon Him. 

Sometimes prayer is answered immediately, at other times the answer is delayed for some time. The key is not giving up! God isn’t just making us wait, He is working out the answers we seek. Our persistence in prayer demonstrates the depth of our burden. It is only through persistent prayer that our requests can be both defined and refined. If our interpretation of God’s will has us praying for the wrong thing our answered prayer will not be quite what we expected. This is God’s way of letting us know that we need to continue to seek His will on the matter. 

Persistent prayer also keeps us in God’s presence.
How then do we Pray with Power? It is through God’s Will, In Jesus’ name and with Persistence.

I would like to finish with a quote from Henry Ward Beecher, a 19th century American evangelist: 
 Prayer covers the whole of man's life. There is no thought, feeling, yearning, or desire, however low, trifling, or vulgar we may deem it, which, if it affects our real interest or happiness, we may not lay before God and be sure of sympathy. His nature is such that our often coming does not tire him. The whole burden of the whole life of every man may be rolled on to God and not weary him, though it has wearied the man.
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