Outline notes of a Sermon preached by Geoff Oakes in the “Unsung Heroes of the Bible” series in St Mary’s, Market Drayton                                              on Sunday 14th August 2011   

“PHILIP: A MAN WITH A MESSAGE”       
BIBLE READING:  Acts 8 v4-8 + v26-40            

Jesus said, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to all the ends of the earth”  (Acts 1 v8)
Acts 1 to 7 is the story of the gospel spreading in Jerusalem and Judea.  Acts 8 is the story of the gospel spreading in Samaria.                                     Acts 9 is the Conversion of St Paul and the start of the gospel spreading to “the ends of the earth.”

The man who brought the gospel to Samaria was Philip. Not Philip the disciple of the Lord, one of the Twelve, Philip the Apostle but Philip “The Evangelist”. Philip is the only person in Scripture who is called an evangelist! (Acts 21 v8).  He first appears in Scripture in Acts 6 as one of the severn set apart to minister as a deacon in the Jerusalem Church.
A.
Philip was:
1.
A man who studied the Scriptures                                                       This is how he was able to answer the Eunuch’s questions.
2.
A man who was receptive to the Holy Spirit 



This was one of the descriptions of him in Acts 6
3.
A man in tune with God                                                                           He was willing to serve and did not argue with God when he was told to “go south on the desert road” (Acts 8 v26)
4.
A man who honoured the Lord in his home 


 He had “four unmarried daughters who prophesised” (Acts 21 v9) He also offered hospitality to Paul in Caesarea when Paul was on his travels (Acts 21 v8). He didn’t just keep his faith to himself but passed it on to his family and was hospitable to the Lord’s workers.
B.
And what of his message?
1.
It was a simple but PASSIONATE message                                                It was about Jesus Christ, born, crucified and resurrected.
2.
It was a PERSONAL message                                                          Philip focused on one person, the Ethopian Eunuch. He went on a particular journey to find him. Then finding him he spoke to him as an individual and answered his questions until he was ready to declare his faith.
3.
It was a POWERFUL message                                                              A message about love and forgiveness that could change lives. By bringing the Eunuch to faith Philip founded the Ethiopian Church.
Philip is one of the “unsung heroes of the Bible” for without him there

might not have been churches founded in Samaria or Ethiopia.
