Sermon preached by the Revd Martin Tanner in St Mary’s Church, Market Drayton on Pentecost Sunday, 12th June 2011 at 10.30am     
Last week Gareth gave us a summary of the whole Bible.                                  

Its God saying to us:                                                                                                I have loved you in the past;  I love you now;                                                   And I always will love you;
Thats the message of the Bible. God’s love is our security and our hope. Its the great idea of the Bible to communicate this to us.
In a whole variety of ways: As a love poem; As a symphony bringing a variety of strands of life and experience together; As a streetmap to guide and direct us;

It is good to know that God loves us.

But there is more good news to tell.

What are the great ideas of the Bible? What are its great themes apart from the love of God?

There is Creation;

There is Salvation;

There is Church;

There is the Second Coming;

And there is at least one other:                                                                    Namely, there is TRANSFORMATION.

This is surely the message of Pentecost.                                                       This is what the Holy Spirit is all about.

The Holy Spirit is God’s agent of transformation.

And the good news of transformation is that we do NOT have to stay as we are forever, either individually or collectively.

Transformation means THERE IS HOPE!

(2)

Do note the subtlety of the word “transformation” which has a far deeper meaning than simply “being changed.”
“Change” is easy. I can change my clothes, I can change my hairstyle. And with a bit of effort we can change the way we speak. We may change where we live, we may even, sometimes, be able to change the work we do. 
But none of these ‘changes’ really change the real me, change the person I am deep-down.

Whereas “transformation” is about real, deep-down change. Its about crossing over into a new me.

So a chrysalis transforms into a butterfly. The chrysalis is not meant to stay a chrysalis all its life. It is meant to be transformed into the very thing it was created to be, namely, a beautiful butterfly.
Nevertheless, there is still a continuity. There is a link between the original chrysalis and the final butterfly but it is a transformed link.

Further, there can be no going back. I can change my clothes back to what they were, I can change my hairstyle back to what it used to be, likewise with my accent, it can revert. Change can always revert.

But transformation is permanent.

A butterfly CANNOT go back to being a chrysalis.

There are THREE transformations in the New Testament:

1. There is the transformation of CONVERSION

2 Corinthians 5 v17  “If anyone is in Christ they are a new creation. The old has gone and the new is come!”

This is the transformation Jesus Christ makes in the Believer.

It is a transforming of STATUS rather than of being. When I put my faith in Jesus Christ, God gives me a new status. The status of being forgiven, accepted, welcomed, adopted. The status of being right with God. 

(3)

2. There is an ULTIMATE transformation

1 John 3 v2 says, “Beloved, now we are children of God  ....we know that when he is revealed WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM for we shall see him as he is”

Ultimately, amazingly, the followers of the LORD will be like the LORD!           In the fullest sense.
But what is really important is not the beginning or the end but THE NOW!  So, the third transformation is:
3. The transformation the Holy Spirit can work in us today

2 Corinthians 3 v17 says,  “Now the Lord is the Spirit and where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom”
Freedom to become, and to be, the real you. The real you God intended you to become. The real you free from stereotypes others may seek to impose on you.
When Alex Fergusson signed Christiano Ronaldo, Ronaldo was given a new status. He was now a Man U player. But Ronaldo wasn’t that good and he didn’t shine despite his new status. It took two years for the spirit of Fergusson and the spirit of Man U to transform him into the great goal scoring player he became. It took two years for the real Ronaldo to emerge, for the chrysalis to become the butterfly.

Fergusson and Man U believed in him. They saw potential in him. They gave him the time and resources needed.

Likewise God believes in us. He sees great potential in us. And he gives us the resources of his Spirit to come and live in us and change us by his power from within.

The mystery is this: That as we become more like someone else, namely Jesus Christ, we become more truly ourselves.

(4)
It is because creation and salvation are inter-connected. 
As we are made in the image of God, when we come to God and God comes to us, we become more fully the real person we were created to be.

And how can this transformation happen in us?

In equal measure we must be prepared to do TWO THINGS:

1. We must be open to the Spirit and open to be transformed by God

2. And we must be prepared to let go, to relinquish, some of what we believe we are so something better can take its place

There is a ‘putting-off’ as well as a ‘putting-on’ and if we are prepared for both there is no limit to what God can transform.

So Pentecost is good news. Is great news. We have a God who desires not only to save us BUT TRANSFORM US, who desires us to become to person we were truly created to be.

The good news of transformation is that we do NOT have to stay as we are forever.

We have a Great God.

The challenge is: 

-Will WE let him transform us?

-Will WE be open to the Spirit?

