A Sermon preached by Martin Tanner in St Mary’s Church on the day before the Royal Wedding, Thursday 28th April 2011.

My Sister-in-Law is Catherine Middleton!

It is a truth that Ruth Tanner’s sister IS Katherine Middleton. I lie not. We are well connected you know! So before we head off for the Abbey let us reflect.

Tomorrow Kate Middleton becomes a Princess.   Every girl’s dream come true.

Apparently,  Mothers of young girls complain that “you can’t get away from the ‘Princess' brand”  Its on their lunch boxes, on their pillows and curtains and duvets, there are ‘princess’ pens, pencils, crayons, writing paper and folders to say nothing of all the ‘princess’ clothes and ‘princess’ toys.
Little girls have always played and dressed up and make-believe is part of childhood BUT some think it has all gone to far.

DISNEY are behind it all. Something like 10 or more years ago they made a deliberate marketing decision to push the ‘princess’ brand. Reports say that it brings in over £4 billion a year.

Once princesses lived in stories like Cinderella or Snow White. Now Disney have promoted the ‘princess’ brand as an independent icon. Some feel it has become an idol and is harmful. There is an organisation called “Pink Stinks” who say the whole ‘princess’ phenonen is part of the dangerous sexualisation of young girls. There is now lipstick for 3 year olds!
The danger is that there is a generation of girls growing up who wont see it all as harmless make-believe but will treat it as reality, a life goal. “Live the dream”, they say. 

Perhaps I shouldn’t be going to the Abbey tomorrow!

So the Church has a big job on its hands.                                                                            Where does our true value come from? What makes us special?

Galatians 2 v20  “The Son of God loved me and gave himself for me”

What makes me special?                                                                                          GOD makes me special.                                                                                                      “I’m special because GOD has loved me.”                                                                Because Jesus Christ died to redeem me.                                                                  
I’m special because God loves me NOT because of the brand I buy.

(2)

We are special because of Good Friday & Easter Day. 
Special because God bothers about me even when I don’t bother about myself. Special because he makes me one of his family. An Heir. With an Inheritance. A great future.
The problem is:                                                                                                         When we forget God, we replace him with Disney brands.

OH, BY THE WAY:                                                                                                    William’s Catherine Middleton is 29 but my Sister-in-Law, Katherine Middleton, has been my Sister-in-Law for 31 years! So William is not about to become my Brother-in-Law, nor are we off to Westminster Abbey tomorrow.
