Sermon preached by Martin Tanner in St Mary’s Market Drayton on Sunday 24th July 2011 at 10.30am
“Leah, the unloved wife”     Genesis 29 v16 onwards
Today we begin a new Sermon Series called: “Unsung heroes of the Bible –ordinary people like you and me those who lived differently”
Today it is LEAH.

Now don’t worry that the News-of-the-World is no longer printed on a Sunday. You can have all the deception and tittle-tattle you want just by reading Genesis Chapter 29!

There are two sisters. One is beautiful and attractive and charming and intelligent and gets all the attention and praise and the other isn’t. She always comes second.

Then when they come to the time to be married along comes the most eligible of bachelors. None other than the grandson of the great Abraham. No lesser person than Jacob, who later becomes Israel.

Now Jacob instantly falls in love with the beautiful daughter and asks her Father, Laban, if he can marry her, “Yes” says Laban, on condition that you work for me for free for 7 years tending my animals.

Jacob agrees and does work for 7 years for the girl called Rachel, the love of his life. The Day of the Wedding comes around and there is a great big party. And then, late at night, suitably veiled, its not Rachel but her unattractive older sister LEAH who is ushered into Jacob’s tent. (Note: the Bible is silent about whether Leah was involved in hatching this plan or whether she just did as her Father told her). Jacob has eaten and drunken too much and his mind is not too sharp. Only in the light of the morning does he find out that he, who deceived his own brother Esau for his birthright, has himself been deceived by his Father-in-Law, Laban.

So off he goes fuming to Laban and complains. And Laban says that it is the tradition that the oldest is always married before the youngest but, nevermind, after a week he can have Rachel as his wife too, as long as he promises to work for him for another 7 years for free.

(2)

And so, a week later, Jacob is married to two sisters!                                                   The love of his life and the nightmare of a wife.                                                  

There are three newly-weds trapped in a love triangle:

Jacob wanted Rachel

Leah wanted Jacob

Rachel wanted children

As I said, its all News-of-the-World stuff!                                                       

There are two constants:

1. Rachel and Leah are constantly horrible towards each other.
2. All the time, “Jacob loved Rachel MORE THAN Leah”  (Genesis 29v30)  
SO THINK what is was like to be Leah:
Leah is the unwanted wife

Leah is the older sister who had always lived in her younger sister’s shadow

Leah is the neglected partner

Leah is the instrument of deception

Leah is the one who wasn’t chosen

Leah is the wife trapped in a loveless marriage
BUT, BUT, BUT,Leah has GOD on her side. The very next verse, v31, says
“When the LORD saw that Leah was unloved he opened her womb BUT Rachel was barren”

So Leah has six sons and a daughter before Rachel has any children but what is important is that the names of the first four sons tell a story:
(3)

1. First son:  REUBEN = “See, a son!”    In other words, LOOK, Jacob!   Look what I have done for you. Can’t you SEE what a good wife I am!                                                    LEAH: “The Lord has seen my misery surely my husband will love me now”   G29 v32
2. Second son: SIMEON = “One who hears”                                                                             LEAH: “The Lord has heard that I am not loved, and He gave me this one too”  G29 v33      Surely my husband will love me now
3. Third son: LEVI = “Attached”                                                                         LEAH: “Now at last my husband will become attached to me, because I have born him three sons” G29 v34   Surely my husband will love me now
4. Fourth son: JUDAH = “Praise the LORD”                                                                       LEAH: “This time I will praise THE LORD”  G29 v35
-With the birth of her first son Leah knew that God SAW her.                         
-With the birth of her second son Leah knew that God HEARD her.                            
-With the birth of her third son she found a new ATTACHMENT. Not with husband Jacob, as she hoped, but with GOD HIMSELF. With The LORD.

-And by the time of her fourth child this attachment was so strong she named him JUDAH = PRAISE THE LORD (which is the first time that this phrase is used in the Bible)
And so the unloved Leah plays a pivotal role in the history of the people of God: By being the Mother of Levi she brings into being the Priestly Tribe which includes Moses and Aaron and all those who serve in the Temple.

And by being the Mother of Judah she brings into being the Davidic line which ultimately leads to Jesus.

(4)

Unloved but not without honour.                                                                  And, interestingly, at the end, it is she and NOT Rachel who is buried next to Jacob.
So what does Leah’s life teach us?

I don’t think that today many sisters are likely to end up married to the same man!

BUT TODAY: 

-Many people do get trapped in unfair contracts and agreements

-Many people do get tricked by those they trust

-Many people do find themselves in relationships where there is no love

-Many people do see their partners longing for a more beautiful rival

-Many people do find themselves in positions they cannot escape from

Leah’s story is still a story which resonates.

1. It is a story that tells us that, if we are unloved, we STILL can make a significant contribution. 
We are NOT worthless, we have a role and a contribution to make. So don’t give up. DO NOT be ashamed of yourself because you may think you are not good enough or not attractive enough, or not worthy enough, or that there must be something wrong with you. God healed Leah of such things and he can heal you of them too.
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2. It is a story that tells us not to depend too much upon others for our emotional well-being but to depend on God. 
What really matters is not what a husband, a wife or anybody else thinks of us but what God thinks of us. We need to get to the position Leah got to when she called her sons Levi and Judah. We need to find our attachment in the Lord and let him be our focus.
3. It is a story that tells us: GOD NOTICES THE UNLOVED

TIME & AGAIN IN SCRIPTURE we see that God loves the unloved and intervenes.

Before Leah, there is the story of Hagar. Though Abraham sends her away God intervenes and saves her.
Then there is the story of the Prophet Hosea which is the story of God loving a nation of people that didn’t love him.

Then, when Jesus came to earth, he continued this story:
A blind beggar, who the disciples told to shut up, was healed;
A man who had no friends or love or help for 38 years was healed;
The dead only son of a widow, who had no one else to love or help her, was raised to life;
And so on and so on. God’s heart is a heart of love for the unloved. It is in the very nature of God to respond to the unloved, the unwanted.
The story of Leah is a constant story throughout the Bible.

(6)


 
We are made to be loved by God


 
We are made with a need to know that God sees us

We are made with a need to know that God hears us


 
We are made for attachment with God


 
We are made to Praise the LORD


 
We are made to find strength in Him, whatever the weakness of the people around us.

And if we are in any doubt, remember that this morning we meet for HOLY COMMUNION, we come to the Lord’s Table and we remember that, according to Romans 5, while we were still God’s enemies, while we still didn’t love him, he showed his love for us by sending his Son Jesus Christ to love us and die for us on the cross so that we might be forgiven and accepted and know that we are loved. 
And have our rebellious hearts turned from hostility or indifference to praise.

The Cross continues the long story that goes back to Leah that God sees and hears and responds to the unloved.

Holy Communion, bread and wine, is the seal of this love.
And then we, in our turn, are called to go out into the world and show a similar love to the unloved, the unwanted, the trapped, the exploited and the victims.

It is the way we, as ordinary people, can live differently for God.

And so Leah’s story is a continuing story.
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