Sermon preached by Martin Tanner

Sunday 29th March 2009 8.30am BCP (Lent 5)          
TEXT:  JOHN 8 v 51 
 

"Truly, truly," I say to you, if anyone keeps My Word

they will never see death"
'Verily, verily I say unto you, if a man keep my saying, he shall never see death' (AV)
 

 
Here is a GREAT VERSE OF HOPE. Here is something to hold onto for life. Here is comfort and assurance. The Bible tells us 'Death is our last enemy' but here, in John 8, Our Lord promises that the Believer will not 'see death'.

WHAT does that mean?

Two parts: 'Keeping my Word'  and   'Never see death'

Jesus said, 'If anyone KEEPS my Word'

"Keeps" is characteristic of John and expresses the idea of intensive watching (keeps here is: tereo), rather than what the English might at first suggest to us of safe guarding (which is phulasso).

The opposite of 'tereo' would be to disregard it; the opposite of 'phulasso' would be to let it slip away.

 

"Keeping My Word" needs to be distinguished from "Keeping the Commandments".

The former means observing the WHOLE revelation, the latter the observance of definite precepts, particular bits.

We "keep Christ's word" by looking, learning, knowing, claiming ALL SCRIPTURE. The whole Bible is our guide.  'Cover to Cover'
 

The phrase "see death" is unique. It is not found elsewhere in the N.T.

 

The "sight" described here is that of long, steady, exhaustive vision whereby we become slowly acquainted with the nature of the object to which it is directed. Not a casual glance but a full understanding of.
(2)

The famous Biblical Commentator, Bishop Westcott, comments on v52   
"The inaccuracy of what the Jews say to Jesus, misquoting him as "If anyone keep my word they will never TASTE death" is significant. 
The Believer DOES "taste" death, though they do not "SEE IT" in the full sense."

We WILL TASTE DEATH, because even Christ did.  Hebrews 2 v9:  
'But we see Jesus, now crowned with glory & honour because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone'
"Taste it" Yes, but "See It" in its fullest sense: NO.

 
Just as "life" in John is eternal, so "death" is not an event but a state.
 

The words must be compared with Genesis 2 v17  "for in the day that you eat of it you shall die."
There is in a Believer that which never dies, even though it may seem to die. 

Conversely, Adam died at the moment of his disobedience, even though he still seemed to live.
SO THE HOPE a Believer can hold onto until the end of this life is that though we will die, though we will 'taste death' we will not 'see death' in the full horror of its totality.

Faith in Christ will preserve us.

"I am the Resurrection and the Life, all who believe in me, 
though they die, YET WILL THEY LIVE."

If we claim this great promise we are released from the fear of death.

And if we are freed from the fear of death, 

we can live our lives TO THE FULL NOW.

Please learn John 8 v51    "Truly, truly," I say to you, 
if anyone keeps My Word they will never see death"
