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Sermon preached by Martin Tanner

TEXTS:   James 1 v21  John 15 v1-8

James said, "Receive the engrafted-Word which is able to save your souls"  When Jesus, The Word, said, "I am the Vine" he uttered one of the great sayings of the New Testament.
And by doing so He transformed an Old Testament image.

For in the Prophets "the vine" represented Israel. 

NOW Jesus proclaims himself THE TRUE ISRAEL.
"I am the Vine" is not just a nice metaphor.

It is a claim to divinity.

In fact it’s a DOUBLE-claim for "I AM" is the Name God reveals himself as to Moses at the Burning Bush.

The cultivation of vines and the production of wine was everyday work in the Holy Land.
To get grapes one needs both the vine and the branches. One needs a source of life and a place for life to flourish.

What is important is connectedness.

The vine and the branches must be together and stay together.

For a branch soon dies the moment it si severed from the stem.

BUT as long as it remains in contact, as long as it stays connected, they grow and develop..

The growth of the Church is ALWAYS through contact:
The followers of Jesus must be in a THREE-WAY contact

First, we must be in contact with our Lord.

We need a living faith so that he, the Vine, feeds us and sustains us

Second, we need contact with one another.

Its difficult to be a lone Christian. Alone we miss out on the fulness God desires for us. Other Christians help our faith to grow. Christian fellowship is very important. That is why in this Church about 100 people meet every week in Home Groups. 

Why not join one yourself?  

Alone we miss out on the fulness God desires for us.
(2)

The growth of the Church is through contact: With our Lord, with other Christians and, thirdly, the Church grows is through contact with those OUTSIDE the faith. Those who don't say Jesus is their Lord.
How can they believe unless they hear?

And who will tell them so they can hear?    YOU & ME.

By personal contact, one to one the Gospel will eventually reach all Nations 'so they will turn to the Lord'.  So they can become branches grafted onto the Vine who is Jesus Christ and experience the life he gives.
This is the Great Commission.

The growth of the church is always through CONTACT.

Which is where the little Greek word MENO comes.  It’s the word our Lord used when he said "ABIDE in me"

"I am the Vine, you are the branches, ABIDE (meno) in Me"

It helpfully conveys the double sense of both 
"Being With" AND "Staying With"
Faith grafts us into Christ the Vine and he gives us his Spirit and feeds us with his Word so we can live lives of love and service and do his work here on earth.

When Jesus said, "I am the Vine" he was saying something astounding.

He was saying that God is no longer EXTERNAL, the one who plants something separate from himself. Its no longer "God" and "Us".
Now there is Communion. Now there is Union.

"I am the Vine, YOU are the branches"

We are one, together. God is with us and in us. He is our life.
In fact, without this vine/branch union we are dead and unfruitful.

"I am the Vine, you are the branches" changes everything.
All we must do is ABIDE: (1) keep in contact with our Lord,         (2) keep in contact with other Believers and (3) and keep in contact with Non-believers so both we and the Church will continue to grow.
