Sermon preached by the Revd Martin Tanner in St Mary’s Church,              Market Drayton on Sunday 15th May 2011 (Easter 3)  8.30am BCP  
TEXT:  1 Peter 2 v13
What, do you think, is one of the HARDEST words to say?

Our Epistle today from 1 Peter 2 has TWO words that are difficult.

The first is ‘ABSTAIN’     v11 “Abstain from sinful desires”
But verse 13 has a shorter and even more difficult word, namely, SUBMIT
Is it not one of the hardest things to so to say, I SUBMIT?
It means “to be subject to”.

It means I am no longer in charge or in control.
If we abstain WE are in charge. WE are doing the abstaining.                               But if we submit, someone ELSE is in charge of us.                                            We have given up our rights to another.                                                              We are competely at their mercy.

YET, as Christians, Scripture bids us to submit.                                                           And what is more, we submit FOR THE LORD’S SAKE.                                               It is the will of God that we submit.

v13 “Submit yourselves, for the Lord’s sake, to every human authority”
The BCP “Collect for the Sovereign” that we have just prayed takes us this theme in the prayer:
....And that we, and all her subjects, may faithfully serve, honour and humbly obey her, in thee, and for thee, according to thy blessed Word and ordinance;
Here is something more politically radical than any party would ever propose. We not only serve our ruler but we also honour and obey our ruler. WOW!  
And why? "In thee and For thee"  We do so for God.  DOUBLE Wow!!
(2)

Here is the antidote to a "Me First" society, a "Me First" culture. 

Here is a re-ordering of our lives:                                                                         God first,                                                                                                         My country, my community, second                                                                     And me last.

Here is a radical alternative that would solve so many problems caused by selfishness. 
It shows that Scripture is for practical living, for daily life, 'according to thy blessed Word and ordinance'
The problem the world faces is pride and arrogance.                                            
-When people INSIST on getting their own way.                                                      -When everything is brushed aside so I can get MY WAY.

Where self-centredness rules there is discord and pain and suffering and injustice and inequality and unfairness.

Where self-centredness rules, society suffers and so it needs sorting out.

And that is what Governments try to do.                                                                    They try to do things “for the common good”.

So this week we have had some controversey and debate about University places.
The Government has been forced to insist that those who can pay the full price of a University course will only get a University place IF it increases social mobility. If it provides opportunities for those who otherwise would have been denied them.

(3)

But there is a simpler and easier solution than government.
The best solution is: a bit of Christian HUMILITY.

-A humility that says, “I submit”

-A humility that out of love for God and love for one’s neighbour throttles back and restrains oneself so others may benefit, so others may prosper.

-A humility that doesn’t just take, take, take.

-A humility that restrains the ego.

-A humility that is an antidote to a me-first society.

“I SUBMIT” is indeed a very hard word to say.

But its a word that, if practiced, can revolutionise a society.

And is it actually that difficult to practice?

After all, if we have submitted our lives to Christ, if we have taken up our cross and denied ourselves to follow Him then, surely, we can submit a bit to others too?

v13 “Submit yourselves, for the Lord’s sake, to every human authority”
Honour all people

Love the fellowship

Fear God

Honour the Sovereign

Revolutionary stuff in the C of E so early in the morning!

