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"God does not disappoint us"

So said the Bishop of Lichfield last Sunday in his Sermon at the Confirmation Service in Cheswardine.

It was a very positive Service, full of faith and commitment, Eric & Andy both spoke about how they had come to know Jesus is real for them and the Bishop took time with each Candidate and did not rush the Confirming.
It was a great day and I could not get the words, "God does not disappoint us", out of my head. 
- I like it because it is positive. 
- I like it because it is a good motto for us. 
- I like it because I want this Church to always be a place where 

   people won't be disappointed in their search for God. 

- A Church that is open to God and open for everyone.
Eric and Andy have not been disappointed!

What is actually extraordinary is that anyone can think that God COULD disappoint us. The mere fact that it even needs to be said shows how far from God we have drifted as a nation.

The Bishop's words were uttered on Trinity Sunday. - On the day that completes the Christian Year:

Christmas sees God taking human form and coming into the world; Epiphany and the visit of the Wise Men from afar shows that Jesus is for ALL peoples; Easter, his death on the Cross, resurrection from the grave and his appearances tells of his victory over sin and the offer of new life; His Ascension tells that he is now back in heaven and there to intercede for us; And Pentecost tells that he has not left us alone but gives us his Spirit to indwell and direct our lives.

(2)

Such a God has our very best interests at heart.

He is a God of love, a God of salvation, a God of hope.

And he is holy, high and lifted up and his train fills the Temple and all heaven worships him.

HOW, POSSIBLY, could such a God EVER disappoint us?

He can't.

He can only do us good.

So, good people of St Mary's, be positive for we have a great God. 

A God who does NOT disappoint us.

It is so important to be positive. 

A group of Christian MP's of all parties has just produced a Report saying that:
"The primary cause of unhappiness in Britain today is not lack of material wealth but a loss of faith in God and religion."

They also say that the Christian voice is not being respected properly "because it comes across too often as “negative” "

So, be people with a positive faith

People who say: "God does not disappoint us"

P.S.

If you are wondering about this saying, it is based on Romans 5 v5 which says that "Hope does not disappoint us"  But God, of course, is a God of hope so the Bishop's saying is still true.
It is really the unwritten theme underlying the whole of the New Testament

