A Sermon preached by the Revd Martin Tanner                                                        in St Mary’s Church, Market Drayton on Sunday 23rd January 2011

SS2  
Ephesians 2 v11 to 22  “God’s presence in the Church”
A Vicar was leaving after 25 years in the parish. As he came to clear out he found a small bowl with 5 eggs and a £1,000 pounds in it. Baffled he called his wife and said: “Darling, do you know about this little basket with five eggs and a £1,000 in it?”

"Oh," she said,  "I must confess that every time you preach a bad sermon I put an egg in the basket!"  Secretly the Vicar was pleased: "Not bad,” he thought to himself, “Onlyfive bad sermons in 25 years"   

"And what about the £1,000?"                                                                               "Well.... every time I get a dozen, I sell them!!"
THIS may not be my best sermon BUT it is a great text. Ephesians 2.

Listen to its teaching:
Remember that, at one time, you were separated from Christ, alienated, strangers to the covenants of promise, without hope and without God.

BUT NOW, in Christ, you, who were once far off, have been brought near.

He himself is our Peace.  He has broken down the dividing wall of hostility and reconciled us to God.
Through him we have access, in one Spirit, to the Father.

So you are NO LONGER strangers but members of the household of God, built on the foundations of the Apostles & Prophets, with Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone. 
In him you are being built together into a dwelling place of God by the Spirit.
Our Sermon Series on Ephesians is giving us a vision for what the Church should be. Two weeks ago we looked at POWER in the Church.                         Today, we look at GOD’S PRESENCE in the Church.
(2)
HOW is God present in his Church?
FIRST, Ephesians 2 teaches that his presence brings LIFE.

Verse 1 puts this very starkly: “You were DEAD. Dead in trespasses and sins”
A ‘trespass’ is literally “a stepping beyond.”  God says, “Here is the line. Don’t go beyond it.” We say, “I want to go beyond it, I don’t want to stop short.”  

A “sin” is literally a “falling short of the target, not reaching the target” like an arrow that falls into the ground and never reached where it was meant to go.

So God says, “Do not covet” and we do. And that is a trespass. And God says, “Love your neighbour as yourself” and we don’t. And that is a sin.  So without Christ we are DEAD in our trespasses and sins.

Note how Paul doesn’t just say something once in Ephesians. He loves to go on and on and ram the point home. So, in Ephesians 2, he doesn’t just say that we are dead in our trespasses and sins but says

“You followed the course of this world, you followed the prince of the power of the air, once you lived in the passions of the flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and were, by nature, children of wrath.”
He uses FIVE ADDITIONAL phrases and descriptions to say the same thing. Let there be no confusion! 

Where Christ is not present there is no true life.                                                           We are dead and hopeless.

AND THEN there is that great little word. The word, “BUT”

Verse 4                                                                                                           “But God, being rich in MERCY, and because of his great LOVE for us, made us ALIVE”

The little word “but” changes everything.                                                           ‘But’ changes us from being dead to being alive.
(3)

“Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust BUT in sure and certain hope of resurrection to eternal life”

We can say that at the graveside because Christ, through faith, makes us alive to God. And he makes us alive to God by dealing on the Cross with the sins and trespasses that make us dead to God.
Simply put, when Christ is present in us, HE IS OUR LIFE.

The mark of any true church is that its members know this and have made the journey from spiritual death to spiritual life.
Hence, we call ourselves “The LIVING Church of St Mary’s”

A true church knows, experiences and shares the life Christ offers.                    A church whose members do not know this life is only a club.

SECOND,  the presence of God bring us PEACE
v14 says,  “Christ himself is our peace”

Until we find faith our fight is primarily AGAINST GOD.                                     -He’s the one we battle against.                                                                       -We are hostile to him.                                                                           -We don’t accept his ways or his values.                                                                       -We are God are at war.
And so we need to be reconciled and the hostility ended.

And this is exactly what Ephesians Chapter 2 teaches us that Christ has done.

v14 again “He has broken down the dividing wall of hostility”

In the Temple there were FIVE COURTS and each Court was isolated from the next one by a higher wall.                                                                             
(4)

The five Courts were:                                                                                             (1) Gentiles (2) Women (3) Israelites (4) Priests (5) Holy of Holies

The walls rigidly separated each group for ever.                                               And each group thought themselves better than and superior to the group below them.

AND they were ALL at a distance from God himself represented by the Holy of Holies.
What Jesus did by his death was break down these dividing walls and breakdown the hostility between the various groups so that ALL can have access to God and ALL can find peace with God and be at peace with one another.

We are reconciled and the barriers that separate are now down.                                AND we are at peace with God and one another.

God’s presence brings us life and brings us peace.
THIRD, God’s presence brings us STABILITY.
‘So you are NO LONGER strangers but members of the household of God, built on the foundations of the Apostles & Prophets, with Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone.’  vs.19&20
Any good building requires two fundamentals before it is of any use.
-It must have firm foundations and mustn’t subside.

-And its walls must be tied together so that they don’t either fall outwards or collapse inwards.

And in an age before concrete and pre-stressed steel these two requirements were achieved by use of cornerstones and capstones.

Not surprisingly, Jesus is called both in the N.T.

Therefore, any structure that is built upon faith in Christ will last. It is secure and won’t subside or collapse. He is our rock and security.

(5)
FINALLY, God’s presence is   IN US.

The last verse, v22, of Ephesians 2 says,

“In Him (meaning Christ our Cornerstone from v20) you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit”

Yes, God’s presence brings us life and peace and reconciliation BUT WE CAN’T JUST STOP THERE and say “How Lovely!”  “How Nice for us!”

We have to go on and demonstrate this presence to others.
Nietzsche once said,                                                                                           “Show me that you are redeemed, - and I will believe in your Redeemer!”
Christ re-builds us, but Christ must also live in the building he has made.

Market Drayton has many empty shops.

May Market Drayton NOT HAVE many empty Christians!

The reality of God’s presence in his Church, is his presence IN US.

THATS our vision and our goal.
(Thank you for not throwing any eggs!)
