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“POWER IN THE CHURCH”
Ephesians 1:15-23;  3:14-21;   Matthew 3:13-17

This morning the first in our new Sermon series on the letter to the Ephesians is entitled “Power in the Church”. I’ve sometimes thought it would be good to wield some power in the church – to have people step aside and speak in hushed tones at my approach – so far it hasn’t happened – maybe if I were to grow another 12 inches or so, but I don’t think that’s very likely! 
However, you may be relieved that my sermon this morning isn’t about the power of individuals – like the Pope or the Archbishop of Canterbury – or the power of the church as an institution, but about the power that Paul refers to in those two great prayers from Ephesians which Fiona read to us. So, what is this power that Paul writes of? Where does it come from, who is it for, how do we take hold of it and put it to use?
The Greek noun that Paul uses for “power” is “dunamis” which can be translated as might, strength, authority. From it, we get our words dynamo, dynamic, dynamite. 
This word conveys the idea of a force that energises, motivates and brings about change. Paul prays that his readers might be given the Spirit of wisdom and revelation so that they might know God better, and that:

“the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, in order that you might know the hope to which he has called you….and HIS INCOMPARABLY GREAT POWER FOR US WHO BELIEVE.” 
This isn’t just dynamic power but extraordinary, amazing, unsurpassable power – power that goes off the scale. 
Paul goes on to describe it as the mighty strength of God that raised Christ from the dead  - and power doesn’t come any greater than that! Through the working of this power, Christ has not only been raised from the dead, but  has also been given complete power and authority over everything – over the realm of the physical and the spiritual, over all that is, ever has been and ever will be. 
Through his death and resurrection, he has won the battle against sin, death and all the powers of evil - over all those things that mere human beings have no power or control over. The wonderful thing is that, not only does Christ have all this power at his disposal, but this incomparably great power is also “for us who believe,” in other words, for the church.
As Christians, we may not always feel dynamic or powerful. Paul wrote his letter to strengthen and encourage believers who no doubt often felt threatened by the pagan society in which they had to live. 
Although this letter is addressed to the church in Ephesus, there are good reasons why many scholars believe it was a circular letter - sent to all the churches in Asia. The teaching Paul wanted to convey was so profound and important that he wanted all the believers to have access to it. His prayer was for them to have their eyes and hearts opened to know more of God and to understand and experience the full extent of his power. They needed to know where this power came from and how to take hold of it - as do we. 
Paul tells us that God is the source of all power, He is holy and glorious, but he is also the Father of all who believe in Him through Christ. All believers, past, present and future, are members of God’s family to whom He promises his love and his power.

At Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit descended upon him and God affirmed, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” Jesus received the power of the Holy Spirit to begin his ministry on earth and, as members of God’s family we have the Holy Spirit within us to empower us and to assure us of God’s love and fatherhood. Paul prays that those who receive his message should be strengthened by the power of the Holy Spirit and “may have power together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and deep and high is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” This is a prayer we would do well to pray for one another. Before we can truly know God’s power in our lives, we first have to know and experience his limitless love. 
Paul refers to Christ’s love as “Surpassing all knowledge.” 
It is vast - wide enough to stretch to the whole world and beyond; long enough to stretch from eternity to eternity; high enough to raise all to the heavenly places and deep enough to rescue all from the depths of sin, death, and despair. It is this love that brought the universe into being, that brought Christ to earth, to live as a man and to die for us, it is this love that raised him from death and it is this love that God has for each of us. 
We’re told that God IS love. His power is exercised through love and the power he gives to us is to be used out of love for God and for our fellow human beings. I’m sure we can all think of too many examples in our world where power is misused and abused. Sadly, this has even happened within the church, but that is totally contrary to the kind of power God desires for us.
Paul prays that every member of the church should know God’s love and power and “be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” He tells us that God “appointed Christ to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.” 
Power in the church isn’t just for the Vicar and the PCC! 
EACH member of the body has a part to play, each of us is needed, we all have different gifts and skills  - together we can achieve far more than we can individually. 
God has chosen us to be his hands and feet, to carry out his work on earth, under the headship of Christ. Christ needs the church to go out and tell others of his love and mercy, but we can’t teach others what we don’t know ourselves. The more we know Christ, the more we will be like him and the more open we become to his Spirit and his power within us. 

If we read through Acts, it’s obvious that Paul had experienced the power of Christ in his life in many ways. When he wrote this letter, he was in prison, in a seemingly powerless situation, but he was still convinced that God could use him and bring good out of his situation. Those to whom Paul addressed his letters were minority groups, often subject to persecution, in a seemingly weak position – as we may feel ourselves to be - yet Paul wanted them to know that, through Christ, they had all the power they needed to do God’s work and to make a difference in the world. This still holds true for us.
Paul tells us that with Jesus in our lives, through the empowering of his Spirit, we have all the fullness of God available to us – but we need to take hold of this through faith. 
To put it another way – Jesus is our powerhouse; the Holy Spirit is the power conductor – but we need to be plugged in and switched on. We have to keep in contact with our power supply through worship and prayer; through taking every opportunity to learn more of God and draw closer to him. 
God desires to energise and activate his church with power to accomplish his plans, but unless we pray and listen we may fail to discern His will. We need to receive all that we can of God, so that our love and faith and trust of him increases and develops. Christ has been given power over every kind of spiritual force that may seek to disrupt God’s plans, and this power and authority has been given to the church too. It is up to us to seek God’s guidance and stand against these things in the power of his Spirit. Interestingly, during the course of this week, I began to feel lacking in energy, weak and totally useless. I’m sorry to say it took a while for me to realise this probably wasn’t how God wanted me to feel and to pray against it! It doesn’t matter that we may not feel powerful but we need to trust in God’s power.
The church has been given the task of showing and explaining Jesus to the world. We are to be his hands and feet in our community. We have to seek his will as how best to do this, to be willing to step out in faith, to go where he sends, to do as he asks and then to trust in his power to accomplish his plan.
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus, throughout all generations, for ever and ever, 
Amen.” 
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