Wednesday 29th July 2009 8am BCP
SERMON 2 
Time for Everything
Ecclesiastes Chapter 3
We continue with our Sermon Series on Ecclesiastes.
-Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes – it is found right in the very middle of our Bibles.

The word 'Ecclesisates' means "The Gatherer"

So the writer is One who gathers together all things, as he quaintly says, "under the sun" and examines them. "What, he asks, can one gather from looking at the world?"
Last week I preached on his First Look, Chapters 1 & 2, and his conclusion was "Vanity of Vanity, All is Vanity"   All is meaningless. All is without sense.

Creation, Pleasure, Work, Wisdom. All are futile.

Nothing makes sense.  All is a Vapour. Nothing lasts.
And I said that such people, pessimistic people, are good in small doses if they make us think again and life and about what is important, what really matters.

They can prick the bubble of easy acceptance of what is 
and make us think more deeply.

Today, we look at Chapter 3. The Gatherer has a SECOND LOOK at life and he reaches a rather different conclusion.

Gone is "Vanity, Vanity, All is Vanity"
Now he says, "There is a Time for Everything under the Sun"

Everything has its place.

(2)

And if it has its place, it must have VALUE because time is the most valuable thing we have.
There is a time to be born, to plant, to harvest, to build up, to laugh, dance, embrace, heal, love and enjoy peace.

There is a time for all good things.

There is also a time for their opposite too.

A time for war, weeping, mourning and a time to die.

In this famous passage, everything is grouped and, apart from the first group – a time to be born and a time to die – they are all CHOICES.

We can't choose the time of our birth and it is most unlikely we can choose the time of our death. BUT IN BETWEEN we DO have choice.

We can choose to plant or not to plant;
We can choose to demolish or to build;
We can choose to laugh or not;
We can choose to search or give up searching;
We can choose to keep or choose to throw away;
we can choose to speak or to keep silent;
We can choose to love or to hate;
We can choose to go to war or to make peace.

WE CAN CHOOSE.

Please note that when the writer makes absolute statements, such as "There is a Time to Hate" he is NOT saying that God says there is a time to hate.

He IS saying that we, human beings, have been given the gift of time and how we use that time is our choice. 

So he is saying: "There is a time MEN CHOOSE to hate and a time when men choose to love; A time when men choose war and a time when they choose peace."

Which is not controversial

(3)

The important thing about choice is that 
CHOICE GIVES MEANING

It is not all "vanity of vanity"  Everything is not futile because I have a say in things, I have a say in how my life pans out.

My choices influence my life.

- If I don't like noise I can choose the way of silence.

- If I like building things up I can build things up

- Or, if I prefer, I can instead demolish things.

Choices give meaning.

Yes, he says, 3 v19-22, I have seen that good people and bad people, humans and animals. They all die. Their end is the same.

So, 3 v9 "What does the worker gain?"

He concludes, 3 v12, "there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and enjoy the good life"

This is a great improvement upon, "Vanity of vanity, all is vanity"

Choices gives meaning.

And one choice is to ENJOY God's blessings while you have them, work, food, shelter, friends, family, health, the beauty of nature, the use of our minds.

And then there is the famous verse 11,

"God has put eternity in their hearts but man cannot discover the work God has done from beginning to end"
What does this mean?

(4)
It means that God has given to us a sense of eternity - a sense of thinking of and imagining life beyond our own short lives.
It means that we desire to know and understand God's world and God's ways. This is why we persue science and research. We want to understand all creation.

It also means that we have a hunger for God Himself.
BUT it also tells us that we are LIMITED and, like Job, there are some things beyond our knowledge and understanding and that some things we have to LEAVE TO GOD.

Knowing that God has put eternity in our hearts is also a great step forward from saying, "Vanity, Vanity, All is Vanity"

Quohelet, Ecclesiates, The Preacher, The Gatherer, whatever name we use, his SECOND LOOK, is more positive and more hopeful than his first.
But he is still asking questions.

He is still making us think. 
