Wednesday 22nd July 2009 8am BCP
SERMON 1 
Whats the Point?

Ecclesiastes Chapters 1 & 2

A new sermon series for you!
After David lets move to his son, Solomon, who is traditionally credited with writing the Book of ECCLESIASTES.

Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes. Its right in the middle of the Bible.

And its famous for the phrase "Vanity, Vanity. All is Vanity!"

And, of course, that is very contemporary.

Death and meaninglessness is everywhere in the world today: AIDS is ravaging Africa; Rising water levels threaten human existence in many places; Economies are in recession; The poor are getting poorer; Many go without proper education or health care. Talent is wasted. Potential is not reached. All seems meaningless.
It is the job of the Church to name vanities and to offer life.

First, a little bit about Ecclesiastes.
The main speaker is  "QOHELET, son of David, king in Jerusalem"
'Qohelet' comes from the Hebrew verb 'to gather'  
('to collect'  'to assemble together')
And we must all 'gather' too. Not just gather knowledge but gather wisdom, gather understanding, gather insight. Indeed, in its fullest sense, "gather life".

What is important is where we gather FROM.

The surest place is Scripture.

The Greek translation of the Hebrew Qohelet is "Ecclesiastes" from the two words EK KALEO meaning "called out"  Originally, it referred to the calling out of an army.  "All men under 25 to gather in the Town Square at midday"

(2)

Later, in the NT it is the word for "Church"  The Church has been "called out of darkness and into God's marvellous light"
We have been called by Christ to leave the ways of the world, the flesh and the devil and to take up our cross, deny ourselves and follow him.
We are called by Christ the Good Shepherd and gathered by Christ into his flock.

So we have QOHELET and Ecclesiastes and Gatherer. But alternative titles could be "The Teacher" as in the NIV or "The Speaker" or "The Preacher" (AV & RSV). And, of course, if you can find a good preacher you are blessed indeed!

And what does the Gatherer, gather?

Simply put, he gathers that everything is MEANINGLESS!

Chapter 1 and verse 2 says, well what does it say?

The original says "Vapour of Vapours" from the Hebrew word for 'breath'    What we breathe out is gone and is no more.
So English translations express this differently

· Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." 

· "Meaningless of meaninglessness! All is meaningless!" 

· "Futility of futilities, all is futile." 

· "Absolutely pointless! Everything is pointless."
Other words that could be used are: 


empty, absurd, fleeting or senseless
So Ch 1 and v2 says


"Vapour of vapours! Says the Gatherer


All is vapour!


Everything is vapour!"

I think you get the gist!  Interestingly, he states his conclusion FIRST and only then goes on to survey what is before him.
(3)

And what does he survey and WHAT does he find meaningless?

CREATION is meaningless  (1 v7&8)
All streams flow into the sea but the sea is never full,  
The eye never has enough of seeing nor the ear its fill of hearing.
WISDOM is meaningless  (1 v18)
For with wisdom comes much sorrow,
with more knowledge comes more grief.
PLEASURE is meaningless (2 v10&11)
I denied myself nothing my eyes desired, I refused my heart no pleasure yet when I surveyed all I had done everything was a chasing after wind and nothing was gained under the sun.
WORK is meaningless  (2 v18, 21-23)
I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun because I must leave them to one who comes after me. And he may be a fool.
What does a man get for all the toil and anxious striving with which he labours under the sun? His days are full of pain and grief and even at night he cannot find rest. This, too, is meaningless.
At a first look, he finds "everything under the sun" meaningless.

The truth is: 
we can't understand GOOD news UNTIL 




we have experienced BAD news.

We can't really appreciate good health until we have experienced bad health.  We need a stay in hospital to make us count our blessings. We need a cold and a cough and a runny nose to make us appreciate the blessings of their absence.

And so QOHELET does us a good service.

He can't possibly be accused of looking through life with rose tinted spectacles!  He is a pessimist. A realist. A hard man to convince.

And such people are (in small doses) good.
They ask the question: WHAT'S THE POINT? And in the asking


They make us look again.


They make us think again.


They make us re-evaluate our lives again.

They make us 'gather' what REALLY MATTERS.
