A Sermon preached by the Revd Martin Tanner at 8.30am in                                  St Mary’s, Market Drayton on Sunday 17th July 2011 
“We know that the whole of creation groans and travails in pain together until now”    (BCP)  
Romans 8 v22
What have been the main headlines this week?
One has been the shocking phone-hacking practices of the News of the World reporters prying on individuals.

The other has been the demise of Southern Cross leaving the futures of the elderly in over 700 Nursing Homes in doubt because we don’t actually know who owns some of these properties as they form the portfolios of Offshore Tax Havens.
Surely both these events amply illustrate St Pauls dictum: “We know that the whole of creation groans and travails in pain together until now”      

We live in a world that is so wrong and out of kilter and no longer as God intended it to be that it is correct to describe it as “groaning”.  It is like a wooden ship in an extreme storm. The planks are moving back and forth under the pressure of the storm and the noise the planks make is like a groan. The ship can only stand up to the storm for so long and then it may break up. Our world cannot go on indefinitely under the stresses we put in under. 
We are making it groan.
Not only but putting profit before people but also by our disregard of the equilibrium of nature and by our disregard of God himself.

“The whole creation groans”   
Indeed it does.
(2)

Further, says St Paul, WE, OURSELVES, GROAN INWARDLY  8 v23
Why do we, as Christians, groan?
Because  “we await the redemption of our bodies”  8 v23

There are TWO GROANS in the world.
Those who are born-again groan because we can’t wait for the hope and the glory that is to come. We long to be in a better place but we can’t be for a while and so while we wait we groan because the contrast between here and what is to be is so great.

But those who haven’t been born again, those who are only born into sin, groan because of the pain of living in a sinful world.

We groan because of sin AND because we can’t escape sin yet.                       We groan because of sin AND because of the anticipation of escape from sin is delayed.
And I speak of “birth” because that is the word St Paul uses that the AV translates as “travail” (NIV ‘child-birth’)
In other words, the pain involved is of the highest order known.

Pain is given us for a purpose.    It is nature’s way of making us stop.                                                                  Its nature’s way of saying it is no longer safe to proceed.                                                Pain spells DANGER.
So a groaning world ought to think again.                                                         “Pain is God’s megaphone that shouts to us” said CS Lewis.                                                                  The pain of living in sin ought to make people think “there must be a better way”  It ought to “give birth” to a new way of thinking and a new way of living. Pain ought to lead to better purposes.
(3)

And here is our opportunity as Christians.

People, in conversation, will often say about something that has happened “Its terrible” and we may agree. They can only despair. But we don’t despair because we know the best is yet to come, that there is “the redemption of our bodies.”  (Romans 8 v23)
We have a different perspective.
So OUR TASK is to get people groaning for the RIGHT REASONS.                 
-Groaning because of the DELAY to our redemption from sin, NOT because of the present pain of sin itself.
The groan of faith, not the groan of despair.

If we do our task well people will still groan.                                                          But they will groan for a different and for a better reason!
