Sermon preached by Martin Tanner in St Mary’s Church, Market Drayton on Sunday 11th July 2010 8.30am BCP  (Trinity 6)

“What shall we say then?                                                                              Shall we go on sinning that grace may increase?”    Romans 6v1
The logic is of Romans 6 is good. In Romans 5 Paul shows that grace triumphs over sin.
So, why not KEEP sinning so we experience even more of God’s grace?                If the Cross achieved so much why not take maximum benefit?

It is logical BUT, as Thomas Watson the great Puritan writer said,                             “it is the Devil’s Logic!”                                                                                     “To sin because mercy abounds is the Devil’s logic”
Its like saying, “I have such a marvellous Dentist that I don’t need to brush my teeth!”

Of course you don’t stop brushing your teeth because your Dentist is good at taking teeth out! We are meant to keep our teeth and use them all our days. Dentists are not there to make us lazy!
And although, through faith in Christ, a Christian is forgiven all their sins, NO Christian is meant to deliberately go on sinning.

There are TWO TYPES of Christian.

ONE FAILS TO CLAIM the freedom Christ has won for them. They fail to enter whole-heartedly into all the blessings Christ offers as a free gift.

THE SECOND type of Christian takes their freedom TOO FAR.

Which ever you are, Romans has the answer for you.
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If you have never fully grasped the true freedom Christ offers please read and claim Romans 5 for yourself. And do it today!

“Therefore, since we are justified through faith, we have peace with God and have gained access, by faith, into grace”

And if you are tempted to take Christian freedom too far and use it as an excuse to carry on living a sinful life then read and claim                 Romans 6 for yourself. And do it today!

“Shall we go on sinning that grace may increase?”
 Paul’s clear answer is: BY NO MEANS!

I will never forget this phrase because it is one of the very rare occurrences of the Optative Tense in the New Testament and it came up in one of the Greek Exams at Theological College and I was one of the few who got it right!

Its the tense of impossibility.
“By no means!” is rather polite English.                                                                Paul is using rather stronger and more colourful language.

We know Paul was in prison. Perhaps a prisoner next to him swore and he suddenly knew had the words he wanted to us.

He is almost saying, “No F...ing way!”

He is trying to shock us into waking up and knowing for sure that continuing to deliberately sin IS COMPLETELY OUT for any Christian.
WHY?

Because we are united to Christ and Christ died for our sins and so we have died to sin too.

And because we are united to Christ and Christ was raised to life we are raised to new life too.
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And, therefore, we must live the new life, not the old one.

So Romans 6 v11 teaches us:                                                                                   “Count yourselves as dead to sin and as alive to God in Christ Jesus”

And we can do this because we have the help of God the Holy Spirit who will give us a NEW LOVE for God and a NEW DESIRE to live for him, a NEW FOCUS for our lives and a NEW AVERSION for sin and all that is wrong and inappropriate.
As I said, there are TWO types of Christian and whichever you are Romans 5 and Romans 6 come to your aid.

Remember:

True freedom is not the freedom to sin                                                                  BUT                                                                                                               the freedom NOT TO SIN                                                                                   and to enter fully into all Christ has to offer us.

Let Romans 5 & 6 come to your aid this week.
Let them be your reading.
“Shall we go on sinning that grace may increase?”

Remember the Optative Tense!  BY NO MEANS!

“Count yourselves as dead to sin and as alive to God in Christ Jesus”
Any other way is is an impossible way for the committed Christian.
