A Sermon preached by the Revd Martin Tanner                                                         in St Mary’s Market Drayton                                                                                      on Sunday 6th February 2011  (Epiphany 5) 
Colossians 3 v12-17
Have you ever come to church naked?                                                                    Or at least undressed?

When judged by Colossians 3, our Epistle today, I suspect we all have.

The passage divides into three parts. 
1. First, we are told TO DRESS as Christians

Verse 12  
“PUT ON, therefore, as God’s elect, God’s chosen ones, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience and forgiveness”
A Christian is not just a Believer in Christ.  A Christian is also a Believer who LIVES the Christian way day to day. We are to MODEL Christianity. In the Office, the School, the Golf Club, at work, at play and in the Home.

A true Christian has a true Christian character. A character hallmarked by Christian virtues such as compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience and forgiveness.

Without this Christian clothing we are naked.

When we look in our wardrobe and find all our clothes are old, shoddy, threadbare or don’t fit we have to go and get new ones.

If we look at our Christianity and find that we are a bit short of the virtues we ought to have then we must go and re-stock. “Put On” says St Paul. Dress yourself aright.

EXCEPT, of course, WE CAN’T dress ourselves properly. This is God’s role. All we can do is simply ask God to do so. Ask his Spirit to work in us. We though must open our lives to God so he can do his work and dress us with all the virtues.
(2)

2. Second, though what is seen is important there is something even more important. Namely, OUR HEARTS, our inner being which is the source, the spring, from which everything else comes.
Verse 15 “Let the Peace of Christ dwell in you hearts”                                             Verse 16 “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly”
The Word of Christ, the Bible and the Peace of Christ must be at the centre of our lives.
THEY ARE the things which must push the world and its values OUT, and push the world and its worries OUT.

We must get the very core of our lives right.

SO:

“Let the Peace of Christ dwell in you hearts”                                             AND:

“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly”
Commit yourselves to the Lord.
3.  So we have looked at the inner and the outer.                                                 But what binds them together?

St Paul uses a very interesting word in Colossians 3 v14.  He says, “Above all put on love which BINDS everything together in perfect harmony.”
The word for “Binds” is the word for LIGAMENT.  Its a medical word.                                                      Sun des mos   (dew: to bind, to knit together;  desmos: bond;  sun: with)                             
Now if WE didn’t have ligaments we would be in trouble. Ligaments vitally bind bones together so they can bear weight and move.

WITHOUT LIGAMENTS our knees and legs wouldn’t work properly, without ligaments our elbows and arms wouldn’t work properly, without ligaments our ankles and feet wouldn’t work properly.
Without ligaments our bodies wouldn’t function as they ought.

AND, without the ligament of Christian love, AGAPE, the body of Christ, the Church, doesn’t function as it ought, either.
“Above all put on love which BINDS everything together in perfect harmony.”
(3)
So, there it all is!                                                                                     Colossians 3: Christianity in a nutshell!

First, fill your minds with the Word of God and fill your lives with the Peace of God;

Second, develop a Christian character hallmarked by such virtues as compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience and forgiveness;
And third, bind them all together with love which makes everything work well and produces perfect harmony.
Don’t try and live the week without them.                                                                        For without this spiritual clothing we ARE naked Christians!
COLOSSIANS, Chapter 3, verses 12 to 17.

Therefore, as God’s elect – God’s chosen people - holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. 

Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts since, as members of one body, you were called to peace. 

And be thankful. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 
And whatever you do,                                                                                         whether in word or deed,                                                                            do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,                                                      giving thanks to God the Father through him.

This is the Word of the Lord
