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“...Compelling, a remarkable book.”   Rt Revd Rowan Williams

Chase Falson is a Pastor of a church who has a spiritual crisis and feels “like a salesman for a commercialised Jesus”. He is given leave from his church and “time to consider his future” and goes to stay in Italy with his uncle, a Franciscan priest, and encounters St Francis of Assisi (b.1181).
Though St Francis lived 800 years ago he lived in a time similar to ours in that it was an age of transition between the Middle Ages and the Renaissance and we live in an age of transition from modernity to post-modernity. He also lived in an age when the church was at a low ebb. The church was proud and ostentatious, it neglected the poor, its clergy were lazy and sometimes scandalous and the church was complicit in the violence of the state. One day, while at prayer, Francis heard God say to him “Francis, go and repair my house” and he is credited with reforming the church and bringing it back to life again.  
How did he do this? Not by leaving and criticising but by the more difficult way of staying in a sin-filled church and offering a prophetic challenge by living more like Jesus than anyone else. 
Usually, when we read something in the Bible we try to understand what it is saying and then apply it. Francis’ formula was the reverse: He applied the Bible to daily life and then came to a fresh understanding of what it actually meant. Very revolutionary. Suddenly, people could see real Christianity.

His goal was simple: “to serve Jesus completely and unreservedly”. He said, “Start by doing what’s necessary, then do what’s possible and suddenly you are doing the impossible!” 
At the end of his time in Italy, Chase Falson returns to his church and shares with them his Francis-inspired vision of a church based on transcendence, community, beauty, dignity and meaning.  A kind of church which confounds all that is false and shows where true life really is.  If the ‘front-door’ of the mind is closed then these Christian values are the ‘back-door’ way into the post-modernism of today.
The book also includes  a very comprehensive Study-Guide that can be used by the individual or in groups.
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