British Legion Town Parade St Marys 2.00pm Sunday 10th May 2009
When Jesus said, 

"Blessed are the merciful, Blessed are the pure in heart, 
 Blessed are the peacemakers and 
 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness"

He was giving us a SET OF VALUES.
Not just 'a set' of values that may last for a while and then be of no value. But an ETERNAL set of values. 

Values good for all people, in all places, in all cultures, for all times.
Do you believe that?

· For this is the challenge of the times we live in.

In Britain today, there are, to make a generalisation, TWO viewpoints, two outlooks on life.
One can be called "Modern" (as opposed to "Medieval")
Such people believe in Objective Truth; In right and wrong as absolutes. They believe in the "Big Story".
The other viewpoint is called "Post-Modern"

Such people don't like truth with a capital 'T'  They don't believe in absolutes. Everything is personal.  So truth is seen as "what works for me."  So something can be 'true for you' and something else exactly opposite can be  'true for me'. Such people aren't interested in "The Big Story".  They don't like authority and they don't like Institutions. They are far more interested in Feelings.
On Friday when I logged on to read my email up popped this advert for a Computer:  

"Toshiba: When what we want constantly re-defines itself"
THAT is Post-Modernism. Nothing is fixed.
(2)

I find Post-Modernism difficult.
- Not because I don't like differing views, - Not because its new, 
but because of what it does to any Society.

If nothing is fixed, if everything is fluid, if everything is left to the individual to chose THEN HOW does Society function? 
How does a Nation know its values? 

How can guidance be given?

How can anyone know right and wrong?

How can a community have anything in common?

It is an important question to ask at a Town Parade when the Community comes together.

Members of this Church are trying to read the Bible through in the course of one year. We are using this book called "Cover to Cover" in which every days readings are set out. Its actually quite easy. We started on the first day of Lent back in February are we are now on Day 75 and in the last week we have read Deuteronomy Ch 11.
A few years ago, one dark and dismal winter Sunday morning I said after the hymn "Please sit for the OT Reading"

And, as we sat, a married couple started to argue.

The wife dug her husband in the ribs with her elbow and said "Its your turn to read" and the husband shouted back "No, its not!" and the wife "Yes it is!" so to save fisty-cuffs I stood up and read the Reading.

I read these words,

"I am the Lord your God and today I set before you a blessing and a curse. If you obey me and follow my commandments I have given you, I will bless you. BUT if you do not obey me and turn aside from my commandments and follow other gods then I will "P"
(3)

And then, at that VERY moment, as I was saying the words 'punish you' to the great surprise of the whole congregation, there was a great flash and a loud bang and all the lights of the church fused and the Church was in darkness.

The congregation was stunned. I never did finish the Reading!

It was later discovered that the Church only had one fuse and that was a rusty nail! What happened was that the wiring to the lights was 50 years old and cotton covered. A breathe of wind removed the last bit of covering and the positive and negative wires touched! And the main fuse blew.
I never did finish the Reading of Deuteronomy 11
But the point had been dramatically made:

God is a God of values.

And there are choices to be made.
And the choices have consequences.
Interestingly, not many verses later in Deuteronomy, is the phrase

"Everyone did what was right in their own eyes"
It seems that Post-Modernism was alive and well in Moses time too!

Though the name "Post-Modernism" is new, the attitude is NOT.

So, as you can guess, I'm NOT a Post-Modernist!
I actually believe that there IS right and wrong, that there IS Truth, that it doesn't constantly change, that all is not relative and that many of these truths and many of these values are GOD-given and can be found in the Bible.
The question is: 

WHY should we follow these God-given values?

Why should we not reject them?

Why are they of great value?
(4)

And the ANSWER is this:

- Because God wants to bless us.

- He wants us to enjoy his world to the full.

- He wants our lives to be the best they can be.
And THEREFORE he has given us a FEW restrictions.

The common view is that God is a kill-joy-God.

That he is watching and the moment he sees anyone enjoying anything he pounces to stop it!

THAT IS SUCH A VERY, VERY, VERY, FALSE VIEW of what God is really like.

He is exactly THE OPPOSITE.

The number of restrictions he gives is RELATIVELY FEW.

And they are boundaries given for our safety.

If you happened to be the parent of a youngish child you don't give them carte-blanche. You set a few boundaries for their safety.

You might say something like, 

"Go and play on the swings with your friends BUT be careful when you cross the road, stop and look both ways, don't talk to strangers and be back home in 45 minutes"
You are NOT a kill-joy-parent when you say such things. You are just concerned for the safety of your child. A few restrictions so they can fully enjoy their time with their friends.

AND GOD IS THE SAME WITH US

The 10 Commandments tell us to Respect God and honour him; Respect our Parents and honour marriage bonds; Respect the truth and not lie; Honour the sanctity of human life and not commit murder; Respect the property of others and not steal. And be people whose words and promises can be trusted.

THESE VALUES will bless society.

(5)

- These values are the foundation for trust between people.
- These values enable all to live securely.

- These values allow talent to flourish.

- These values lead to peace and take away fear.

These God-given, Biblical, values will bless us.

These values are, I believe, for us all.

Then WHY reject them in the name of Post-Modernism?

The choice is yours to make.

But consequences are for the whole of society.

