Sunday 11th April 2010   St Mary’s 10.30am 

1 Corinthians 15 v12-19       ‘The necessity of the resurrection’ 

The New Testament teaches that salvation comes through Christ’s death, burial and resurrection. 

Jesus, the Son of God, paid the price of our salvation with his own death. 
Had the story ended there, one might think that God himself had been defeated, and that there is no hope for any of us. But the story does NOT end there. On Easter morning, the Tomb had no dead copse in it. The tomb was full of dazzling light, not gloomy death. Jesus conquered death and was raised by God to new life. 
Just as Jesus died a physical death, his physical body also rose again. 
It was the ultimate act of redemption, for in his resurrection, all things were made new. 
WHY do I have to preach on the NECESSITY of the resurrection?

1. FIRST, because many DENY IT.

Good Friday used to be a fully-observed Bank Holiday, but now most shops are open. Others want to remove all reference to Easter and call it “Spring Holiday”. Still others only see Jesus just as a great moral Teacher and he can be that without the need for the resurrection. Whether he is dead or alive his teaching remains.

MANY want to avoid or obscure the fact that Jesus IS “the resurrection and the life,” that he rose from the dead and is alive today. We live in an age of false relativism.
But the “many” must be opposed. Their low view of Jesus must be challenged and repudiated.

(2)

LISTEN to St Paul,   
“…if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men…” (1 Cor. 15:17-19)
HERE is the heart of the matter.
Jesus did not come to inspire us; He did not come to entertain us; He did not come to teach us a new morality; He did not even come to tell us about God;

He came for one supreme purpose: OUR SALVATION.
When its was announced to Mary that she would be the Mother of Jesus she was told to give him the name “Jesus” because that very name means “He will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1 v21)

Jesus came to SAVE US FROM OUR SINS.

Saved in the sense that instead of US paying the price, instead of US being judged by God, HE would pay the price and HE would be judged in our place.

Our salvation was always the reason Jesus came into the world.          Jesus came, above all else, to deal with sin, our rebellion against God.
The resurrection is part of our salvation history. But if there is no salvation then, quite clearly, we are NOT SAVED. 
We are, instead, as St Paul categorically says in 1 Cor 15 v17 “LOST”  - still in our sins.

2.So that is the SECOND reason to stress the necessity of the resurrection
- Without it we are LOST. We are not saved. There is no salvation.  The Cross achieved NOTHING! Jesus is NOT the Saviour. It is as stark as this!
And if we are lost, then we have no hope to offer and no Gospel to preach. We are without purpose.
(3)

If there is no resurrection then the grave indeed is the end, is final, is our eternal home, and we might as well live as selfishly as we can without any reference to God at all. Certainly, we do not need to suffer for Christ’s sake. That would be foolish!
Without the resurrection there is only despair.                                            No good news, only sad news.
3. And the THIRD reason for the necessity of the resurrection is that without it JESUS WOULD BE A LIAR and his claims would be FALSE
On several occasions he took the Disciples aside and taught them what was to come, what was to happen to him.  For example, Mark 9 v31,
“The Son of Man will be delivered into the hands of men and they will kill him and when he is killed, after three days, he will rise”

The very character of Jesus hangs on the resurrection.                                 Either he told the truth or did not.

Either his promises are true or he was the greatest-ever hoax.

Either he is ‘The Resurrection and the Life’ and ‘The way the Truth and the Life’ or he has conned us all.

Do you think it possible that Jesus had a character that could lie?

As the Son of God himself I believe that Jesus could ONLY tell the truth and could NEVER have lied.

THEREFORE, the resurrection happened because he taught it, and what he taught was the will of God and therefore the resurrection did indeed happen on Easter Day.

(4)

Of course, IF Jesus is a liar and his claims are false then WE as Christians are proclaiming a lie, then the Church’s message is a sham and deception and we are misleading the world.

And that is a serious charge!                                                                            It all depends upon the truth of the resurrection. I think you can see why it is so fundamental and necessary.
So what should we do?

1. We should be like PAUL and understand the centrality of the resurrection to the whole Christian faith. Understand the enormity of what happened on Easter Day.
Understand that because of the resurrection, a Christian man or woman,  by faith, is united with Christ. And so with Christ we both die to sin, and are raised to new life. And as Christ has promised to restore all things there is hope even for our aching bones and wrinkled flesh in the resurrection of the body. 
Deny the resurrection and we have no hope and nothing to offer the world.

2. We should be like the APOSTLES and run with Peter and John to the tomb to see the evidence, to see if it really is empty.  And if it is, we should shout “Alleluia!” for death has been defeated and eternal life is available to all who believe. 
EITHER
we are lost and Jesus is a liar                                                             OR       
we are saved and have hope for eternity.

It all depends upon whether you deny the resurrection, or declare it.
Its something we have to make up our minds about                                           for it is fundamental to our eternity.
