A Sermon preached by the Revd Martin Tanner, Vicar,                                                        on Sunday 18th December 2011 at 10.30am St Mary’s, Market Drayton.

2 Samuel 7 v1-29
2 Samuel 7 is the set Bible-Reading for today. And it is an interesting reading as its about the Davidic Covenant. 

The Bible is full of Covenants or agreements God makes.                                   -There is the Covenant with ADAM that, despite sinning, one of his offspring will be a Redeemer for mankind.                                                     -There is Covenant with NOAH, that the seasons summer and winter, autumn and spring will continue and never again will God try and destroy mankind;                                                                                                 -There is a Covenant with ABRAHAM, that he will be the Father of a great Nation;                                                                                                              -There is the Covenant with MOSES that produced the Ark of the Covenant, the 10 Commandments.
And here is a Covenant with DAVID, that God will establish his kingdom for ever.

And, of course, there is the NEW COVENANT, sealed with the blood of Jesus Christ that fulfils the Davidic Covenant and brings in a new age of the Church and the Spirit.

And so, as we approach Christmas, it is good that we remember that God has been faithful to his people and honoured his covenants and brought them to their fulfilment. We are people of the Covenant.
And our hope is based on God’s faithfulness. That he won’t change his mind but will bring about all he has purposed.
Without a Covenant we are lost. For without a Covenant there is no agreement between us and God and we are alone and without help.

But, ISN’T IT GREAT that we have a God who is interested in us enough to enter into a covenant with us?

(2)

So 2 Samuel 7 is an important part of our heritage.                                             2 Samuel 7 is also A WARNING to us.
The setting is ‘easy times’ verses 1&2:
“After King David was settled in his Palace, and the Lord had given him rest from his enemies, David said to Nathan the Prophet, “Here I am living in a Palace of cedar whist the Ark of the Covenant remains in a Tent.”
Then we read, v3

Then Nathan replied to the King “Whatever you have in mind – go ahead and do it!”

Oh dear, O dear, O dear! David and Nathan could not have got it more wrong and yet it all seems so right!
-David’s heart was in the right place: He wanted to honour God by providing a special place for the Ark of the Covenant. He wanted to build a Temple in Jerusalem. What could be wrong with that?

-David’s motives were right: After God had given him victory over his enemies and he was enjoying peace he didn’t want to spend everything on himself but lavish his wealth on God.
-And, David doesn’t rush into things, he consults God’s Prophet.

But NATHAN gets it all wrong. HE doesn’t ask God. He casually says to the King, “Whatever you have in mind – do it!!”

And so wrong is he that that night God DOES speak to him and he has to go back to David and tell the King that he CANT do whatever he has in mind and that God does NOT want David to build him a Temple because he has never asked for a Temple.
The message from God to David is:                                                           “STOP! You won’t build ME a House, a Temple.  Instead, I will build YOU a house – the House of David, a throne forever.

(3)

And, of course, that is what God did and why at Christmas Jesus is “born of the house and lineage of David”
And how does David react to the news he will not build a Temple?

He could have made a fuss, he could have reacted badly to this news, he could have demanded that he build a Temple.

BUT he does none of these things.

2 Samuel 7 v18 says this:

“Then King David went in and SAT before the LORD”
Now David was a busy man. He had a kingdom to run and the affairs of state to deal with. David did not have spare time. YET WE READ that he “SAT before the LORD”  
“Sat” is a word full of meaning.                                                                      Its not a posture of the body but an attitude of the heart.
He stopped all his busyness. And he took time to be quite, time to be with God, time when only one thing mattered. He “sat before the Lord”. He put God FIRST. He made God central.
-We note that David was HUMBLE                                                                     v19 “Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, that you have brought me this far?”

-We note that David WORSHIPPED                                                                        v22 “How great you are, O Sovereign Lord. There is no one like you and there is no God like you”                                                                     
-We note that David was SUBMISSIVE                                                                            v25 “And now, LORD GOD  ...do as you promised”       
David shows us the right way. Here is no “Me first” faith. No “God you must bless me” religion. Here is authentic faith that knows when it has erred, when it has got it wrong. And submits to God on God’s terms and is humble, obedient and undemanding.                                                              Here David show why he is “a man after God’s own heart”.
(4)

When things go wrong for us, we will all do well to remember              2 Samuel 7  and the attitude of David “sitting before the Lord” with humility, worship and obedience.
And remember also that David does this AS SOON AS he hears the Word of the Lord. 
David does not argue or reason or try to persuade God otherwise. As soon as he hears the Word of God through the Prophet he goes and sits before the Lord.  Without delay. He made God central.
So the WARNING of 2 Samuel 7 is clear:

-Our hearts may be right

-Our motives may be good

-Our plans may be great

BUT GOOD PLANS, GREAT PLANS are not right UNLESS they are GOD’S PLANS.

Easy to say, but HOW do we know?

I think the answer to that is: We can’t always know for sure.

Because on another occasion, Jonathan, the son of King Saul and David’s great friend, said in 1 Samuel 14 v6 when considering an attack on the Philistines: 

“It MAY BE that the Lord will work for us”
And, very interestingly, when he shares this plan, his Advisor says the VERY SAME WORDS as Nathan said to David, namely: “Do all that you have in mind!”

SOMETIMES there isn’t a word from the Lord but SOMETIMES God does want us to take A RISK and act in faith trusting him. 
And sometimes that risk results in the will of God being done.

(5)

For Jonathan it was a case of “May be YES” and for David it was a case of “May be NO”.  
Sometimes we should take a risk and it will be right and sometimes we will take a risk and it will be wrong!                                                         Sometimes its 1 Samuel 14 and sometimes its 2 Samuel 7.

Its easy to remember: One 14, divided by two, is 7!

THATS what makes our faith a living faith, a dynamic faith and not a formula faith, not a static book-bound faith.

It means we have a God who is not always predictable but is always faithful, always on our side, always looking for us to respond to him.

Its the sort of God who enters into a Covenant with us.
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