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Do any of you ever do things on impulse because it suddenly seemed like a good idea at the time? 
What makes our text today from Luke’s Gospel particularly difficult for me is that I am not generally one of those people! I tend to be cautious about most things in life and like to have time to think about things in slow motion. Margaret will tell you that I can be a notorious footerer! If we go out for dinner it can take me a long time to work out which particular items to have, especially if there are three or four really good options on the menu, or if there is an important but unpleasant job to be done I might look for excuses to put off doing it! I’m not as bad at this as I used to be, but it is a tendency that I am aware of and from time to time I need to give myself a bit of a kicking so that I get on and do what is required at any given moment of time!
However, there are times when we need to be especially wary about our impulsive tendencies. None of us would think about buying a new house on a mere impulse. We would think very carefully about a decision like that, do our homework, check out the location, spread out our financial situation in front of us to see if we could manage the payments on a mortgage, have a survey done etc. If we fail to carry out those actions we may end up as living fulfillments of the old saying “act in haste, repent at leisure!” There are really big and significant issues in life where we need to be especially careful and reflective about our choices and ultimate decisions. Examples of these might be the choice of whom we will marry because a lifetime commitment is a big deal. I want to put it to you that the choices we make about our faith commitments are equally serious and requiring a fair bit of careful thought and reflection before we jump in.

In our gospel text for today our Lord encounters a man who seems to be full of energy and enthusiasm, who wants to follow him and is prepared to go anywhere and do anything that is required. But there is something in his approach and attitude that makes our Lord stop him in his tracks. We don’t know why this individual has approached Jesus in this way but clearly something that Jesus has said or done has sparked his enthusiasm so that he is ready to drop everything and follow on after him. 
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But our Lord cautions him to be very careful about what he is offering: “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”
 
Being a Christian is a lot more challenging and potentially difficult than we ever previously considered and if you want to face up to the challenge of following Jesus you better be ready for some serious difficulties and issues to come your way. Even Jesus himself had to endure a whole range of problems and difficulties as a result of who he was and what he proclaimed. For those of us who are his followers and any who are thinking that they might fancy becoming Christians the question needs to be, are you up for this challenge? Can you handle the demands that come your way and not simply drift away when the going gets tough? The truth of the matter is that if you are determined to be serious about being a Christian it is a tough call and you need to be ready for whatever comes your way.

So, what needs to be said to people who have a natural tendency towards being impulsive as they indicate a willingness to do business with Jesus but perhaps haven’t really thought things through all that well?

This morning I want to relate our text from Luke’s Gospel with a parable that Jesus taught at a time when he was exceptionally popular with the crowds. Many were following him, but in the mind of our Lord their following was borne of impulse and they really needed to think through what was going on so that they might be considered and thoughtful disciples.
What then are the challenges involved in following Jesus today and why should anyone, especially those of an impulsive nature consider them carefully before signing up for the Christian life?

1. THERE IS A COST TO BE BORNE IN FOLLOWING CHRIST
This becomes very evident in our Lord’s response to the enthusiastic follower who says that he is willing to go anywhere in order to follow Jesus. Our Lord points out that unlike the wild animals of the surrounding countryside who have their burrows and nesting places he has nowhere that he can call home. That in fact was the literal truth. As you read through the gospels you discover that rejection was a characteristic of Jesus’ life and ministry from the moment of his birth when there was no room for him at the inn to his ongoing 
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rejection across a variety of communities from Judea
, Galilee
, while the consequences of doing a good turn for the Gadarene demoniac resulted in his being asked politely but very firmly to leave the district
 while the context in which this encounter takes place has just seen Jesus rejected by Samaria
.

While I want to be a positive encouragement to anyone thinking about becoming a Christian today I think it is important that they should not become a follower of Jesus under false pretences. There is a form of teaching going about the place that seems to suggest that becoming a Christian will result in the end of all your problems and here on in it is all going to be plain sailing. Indeed there is a form of teaching known as the “prosperity gospel” which would put it to you that God is committed to bringing you excellent health, material prosperity that will mean you will never be short of money ever again. All this and eternal life and glory all the way home for good measure as well! By contrast I would argue that a more faithful reading of Scripture would suggest that while becoming a Christian will result in your reconciliation with God in many other respects becoming a follower of Jesus is going to be just the beginning of your problems! 
The earliest Christian missionaries in the book of Acts were very clear about this truth. Paul and Silas did not want anyone to be deluded about the reality of what might happen as a result of following Jesus declaring that “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”
 What was true for Jesus and his first followers remains a strong possibility for us today. The fact that we live, for now at least, in a relatively benign environment where we are free to practice our faith does not mean that this will always be the case but perhaps it will surprise you to learn that for the overwhelming majority of our brothers and sisters in Christ around the world being a follower inevitably leads to difficulties and problems with the status quo around them. Why should this be so? That leads me to my second point which is that:   
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2. BEING A CHRISTIAN INVOLVES A PROCESS OF REAL CHANGE
When you become a Christian something quite fundamental takes place. We come under new ownership. We are no longer lords of our own lives. Rather, Jesus is Lord and instead of running our own lives we are to be shaped by his priorities and concerns. It is vitally important that we understand this very clearly. You cannot profess that Jesus is Lord and then carry on as if life was simply a case of “business as usual”!
Over the years, and I’ve now been a follower of Jesus Christ for 37 years I have had to undergo a number of serious and far-reaching changes in my life. I have had to learn what it means for Jesus to be Lord over my life. Believing Jesus means that I had to start taking the Bible seriously because it brings before us his “enduring intent” and instead of arguing and disagreeing with the bits that made me feel uncomfortable I had to “lean in” to his commands and so make them a reality for daily thinking and living. As a result my religious views have changed markedly from what they were when I first committed myself to Jesus as my Saviour and Lord. My political views have literally changed out of this world so that I can no longer entertain what I once thought of as progressive and “right-on” among so many of my university contemporaries. My whole understanding of right and wrong changed because of my commitment to Jesus and has literally been turned upside down! None of those things were easy and some of the convictions I now possess were hard won and profoundly difficult for me. You see, I agree with the principle that “if Jesus is not Lord of all, he cannot be Lord at all!” He changes us from the inside out and nothing can ever be the same again.
Not everyone can cope with the demands of Jesus and that is why it is important when we commend the faith to others that at some point we give them the opportunity to reflect on what is being asked of them if they choose to follow Jesus. This choice cannot be something done on the spur of the moment. It needs to be thought through so that when he says to us “follow me” we are able to enter that commitment with open eyes and complete understanding that this will mean that everything changes and that there will be real change that will show the world that being a Christian makes a difference.

That leads me to our final point for today in helping some of you come to a considered and thoughtful response to the claims of Jesus Christ.
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3. AM I UP FOR THIS CHRISTIAN LIFE?

It is important that we should count the cost of following Christ and then make a decision one way or the other. It needs to be taken in the light of the question a man building a tower needs to ask: do I have the resources not only to make a start on this latest construction but also to bring it to a final and successful conclusion? It needs to be thought about in the spirit of a king going to war and asking questions about whether he has the military capability to accomplish the goals of his campaign or whether he would be better off sending emissaries to act as peace makers?
Too many failures in Christian living come about because people fail to consider exactly what is involved. People sign up to follow Jesus, sometimes as a spur of the moment thing or as the result of an emotional response to something they have heard in a meeting. It sounds good to them, at least on initial acquaintance but because there is no depth to their consideration they end up drifting away when the going gets tough they fall away and are no longer heard from again. During my last job at DST Leconfield I regularly encountered young Phase 2 recruits who would come to me and say Padre, I want to leave the Army. It’s not what I expected and I’m no longer interested in it. On probing a little deeper I would often find that they had joined the Army in a spur of the moment decision, with very little thought about what was involved and now, having had a little experience of what it was all about for them they wanted to turn back and get out of it! It was not possible. They were signed up and that’s all there was to it.

The Christian faith likewise is a serious undertaking. 
We should consider its implications as seriously as we would consider any other big decision in life. But the good news is that once we have set out on the road with Christ we need to be aware that we are not alone in our undertaking. Our Lord promises us, as he promised his first disciples that he would always be with them and when we fear that we are all alone in the path to discipleship he promises us that he will keep us safe and secure because he who began a good work in us will carry it on to completion until the end.
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Those words give us hope today and may they strengthen us as we ourselves daily follow Jesus faithfully in spite of all the difficulties because the Christian faith is not only true but thoroughly worthwhile as well. 
In the words of impulsive Peter in a profoundly reflective moment he asks the question when Jesus puts it to him whether they also want to depart like the rest of the crowd, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go?                                                                You have the words of eternal life.                                                           We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”
 
AMEN. 
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